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Diversity of Scripture 

 Through its dozens of authors spanning centuries of revelation, the Bible features 

a wide array of diverse perspectives, styles, literary types, and themes. Various 

perspectives through inspired authors provide a fuller picture of the nature, character, and 

will of God. Biblical themes and theological motifs shift and vary in emphasis throughout 

the biblical canon as God’s revelation to mankind progresses toward the coming of Jesus 

and his eventual eternal reign.  

 Diversity is most apparent between the Old Testament and the New Testament. 

Take for example the dwelling place of God, a central theme in the Old Testament. 13 

chapters in the book of Exodus (25-31, 35-40) are devoted to describing the tabernacle, 

where God dwelled among his people. Later, Solomon builds a temple for the Lord, 

which is again described extensively (1 Kings 6). The temple is of central importance in 

other Old Testament works such as Ezra. In the New Testament, however, Jesus 

repeatedly predicts the destruction of the temple (Mt. 24:1-2; Mk. 13:1-2; Lk. 21:5-6) and 

the raising up of his own body as the fulfillment of the temple – the new and eternal 

meeting place between God and man (Jn. 2:19-22). In the Epistles, Paul speaks of all 

believers as God’s temple because the Holy Spirit dwells within them (1 Cor. 3:16-17). In 

Revelation 21, John provides a glimpse of the new heavens and the new earth, making 

sure to mention that restored creation features no temple at all, but God himself reigning 

in glory over the nations of the world.  The temple is one example of diversity within the 

biblical canon. The theme of God’s dwelling place can be traced throughout Scripture as 

it develops and unfolds – and the Old and New Testament authors certainly have different 

things to say about it!  
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Diversity can also be seen within the various Old and New Testament writings. 

For example, God commands a sacrificial system for the atonement of sins (Lev. 1:1) and 

festivals of worship (Lev. 23), but later in the Prophets speaks vehemently against the 

Israelites’ sacrificial practices and festival rites (Isa. 1:10-15). In the New Testament, 

Jesus’ gospel message is “The kingdom of God has come near. Repent and believe the 

good news!” (Mk. 1:14-15) yet Paul and the other New Testament writers devote very 

little attention to the concept of the Kingdom of God. Space does not permit a full 

explanation of these examples of diversity within the canon; I only intend to demonstrate 

that, as God’s revelation unfolds, the ways various biblical themes are treated by the 

inspired authors evolve. 

Unity of Scripture 

 The Old Testament and the New Testament should not be viewed as separate 

entities, but as units of a whole body of Scripture in which each piece of writing is 

inextricably tied to the larger canon. Through the Old and New Testaments, the Bible 

tells one cohesive story of the sinful rebellion of man, and God’s unfolding plan for the 

redemption of mankind and the restoration of creation which begins with Israel and 

culminates in the coming and eventual eternal reign of Jesus Christ over all the nations of 

the earth. Throughout the Old Testament, the people of God anticipate the coming of the 

Messiah, the Anointed One from the line of David who will save the world from sin and 

bring about God’s eternal reign on earth. This Messiah is God himself, Jesus Christ, 

whose incarnation is recounted at the beginning of the New Testament in the Gospels. 

After his atoning death and resurrection, Jesus commands his followers to tell the world 

of his atoning death and resurrection, and make disciples of the nations. The story of the 
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following actions of Jesus’ followers is recounted in the Acts and the Epistles. The story 

of the Bible culminates with a prophetic vision of a future day when Jesus will return to 

vanquish evil, unite the saints with God, and establish his eternal rule over the nations. 

The problem (sin) is introduced in Genesis; the problem is resolved in Revelation. 

Everything in between describes the purposes of God for the world, how humanity his 

called to live and participate in the outworking of God’s plan in the world, and the 

mission of the Church to reach unsaved people with the good news of redemption 

through Jesus.  

The diversity that can be seen within the canon of Scripture does not undermine 

its unity: both its unity and its diversity should be held together. The Bible tells one 

unified story, with many diverse and intricate subplots and storylines that contribute to 

the overall narrative arc. The Bible is a cohesive story, but each book and passage falls 

somewhere along the timeline of redemptive history. This explains the diversity within 

the canon. The importance of the temple, for example, varies between the Old Testament 

and the New Testament because Jesus is the eternal fulfillment of the temporary Old 

Testament “problem” of God’s dwelling place. In the other example given, God speaks 

out against his own sacrificial system because the Israelites had corrupted it and were 

using it to enable their own moral corruption. Thus, each passage of Scripture is tied to its 

redemptive context and should be interpreted in light of its place in redemptive history.  

Finally, every passage of Scripture, even the Old Testament, should be interpreted in 

light of Jesus, who is the perfect fulfillment of the Law and the Prophets (Luke 24:44-49). 

Jesus is the definitive unifying thread, whose incarnation, death, resurrection, and coming 

eternal rule ties together the entire canon of Scripture. The Bible points us ultimately to Jesus. 


