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REFLECTIONS ON THE ROLE OF THE LAW IN THE LIFE OF THE CHRISTIAN 
 

 There is no doubt in Genesis 4 that Cain’s killing of his brother Abel is wrong and 

against God’s moral law. God’s reaction to punish Cain goes without saying. It can be 

inferred, from this text and others, that God’s moral law has been present from the 

beginning, before it was given to man written in stone. It is not as if sin necessitated the 

formal institution of moral law; the righteousness of God is eternally present. Creation, as a 

divine work attesting to the character of the Creator, is imbued with God’s law. However, as 

long as sin has been in the world, human beings have been violating it.  

 The Law of Moses was God’s good gift to Israel. As God’s covenant nation, Israel was 

a nation set apart with a calling to reveal the glory of God to a lost and sinful world. The 

Law given to Moses was God’s revelation of his holy character. It was meant to reveal to 

Israel the conditions for living in a covenant relationship with God, and to consecrate Israel 

as a holy nation under the authority of a holy God (Lev. 11:45). In another way, it was 

meant to reveal the chasm between the righteousness of God and the sinfulness of 

mankind. The Law was never meant to give life; it was meant to point forward to the 

promised seed of Abraham, who would usher in a new age marked by a deep, heart-level 

obedience to God in all of humanity that could not be achieved by following the Mosaic 

Law.  

 There are apparent discontinuities between the Old Testament and New Testament 

views of the Law. The Law was fulfilled in Jesus Christ; he is the promised seed of Abraham. 

But Jesus also said that the Law was not abolished under him (Matt. 5:17-20) and that 
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believers are still accountable to the Law insofar as it is fulfilled in him. Thus, the entire 

Law is not abolished, but must be interpreted and obeyed in light of the coming of Jesus.1 

IMPLICATIONS FOR LIFE IN CHRIST 

 At the center of the Law lie perfect love, faith, and obedience to God, which has been 

God’s desire for mankind from the beginning. As the fulfillment of the Law’s requirements, 

Christ is the ultimate example of God’s holy character, the standard of righteousness and 

heart-level obedience to God. By way of his atoning death and resurrection, Jesus took upon 

himself the punishment for humanity’s disobedience of the Law, and offers his own 

resurrection to all who come to believe in him. Through the regenerative grace of Christ, 

the believer is no longer bound by the Law of Moses but bound by the Law of Christ, who 

credits his own righteousness to all who come to faith.  

 By the work of the Holy Spirit, believers are capable of deep, inward, heart-level 

obedience that could not be accomplished under the Law of Moses. The Holy Spirit gives us 

the desire and the power to God’s will (Phil. 2:13). 

 Even Old Covenant laws that are no longer binding on believers can teach us 

something about the character and the will of God. Care must be taken to understand 

particular laws in their Old Testament cultural context, but proper exegesis of Mosaic Law 

reveals universal aspects of God’s will and desire for mankind living under his blessing, 

which can be applied and lived out today. For example, it is not practical or prudent for 

modern day farmers to follow the Levitical command to leave the edges of one’s field un-

harvested for the traveller and the foreigner to glean from. The cultural context in which 

we live renders this practice irrelevant. However, this command communicates a universal 

 
1 Schreiner, New Testament Theology: Magnifying God in Christ, 628-631. 
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truth about God’s character and will, which can be applied in any cultural context: God 

cares about marginalized people, and calls all people living under his blessing to extend 

mercy toward foreigners and those in need.  

IMPLICATIONS FOR EVANGELISM 

 The Law serves to confirm that no one is righteous before God, and surface-level 

morality is not sufficient to remedy the fallen condition of the human heart. Believers are 

no longer under the Law, but the Law illustrates what our sinfulness looks like against 

God’s holiness, and calls us to confess sin, repent, and turn to Christ. Jesus’ perfect 

obedience to the Law is the basis for eternal life, and only through faith in him can we be 

counted as righteous sons of God. Developing an understanding of every person’s 

desperate condition apart from the grace of Jesus is fundamental to any evangelistic 

conversation. 

IMPLICATIONS FOR PREACHING 

 It is necessary and beneficial for pastors to preach from the Old Testament Law. The 

Law is a reminder of the faithful love of God toward his people throughout human history, 

and points us to our need for the saving work of Jesus Christ. 

 It is important that preachers be clear that Christians are under the Law of Christ, 

not the Mosaic Law, that only Jesus’ righteousness is sufficient to inherit eternal life, and 

that the Holy Spirit gives us the desire and the ability to work out our salvation in fear and 

obedience to God. However, God’s character is revealed through the Old Testament laws 

and statutes, and his universal truths can still be understood from his revelation in the 

Mosaic Law and applied to the life of the believer and the Church.  



MATT TRACY 

 4 

Proper and faithful exegesis of the Law offers an excellent opportunity for pastors to 

communicate the unfathomable grace of God, and point their congregations to the saving 

work of Jesus Christ. 

 


