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THE KINGDOM OF GOD 

 
The Kingdom of God is the future reality in which the blessings and rule of God are fully 

realized in mankind and in creation. The kingdom promises to Israel in the Old Testament point 

forward to eternal fulfillment when the human race, free of sin and its effects, is able to fulfill its 

creation purpose to exercise dominion over the earth and glorify the name of God, who will reign 

over the nations and the hearts of mankind.  

OLD TESTAMENT ANTICIPATION 

 Adam and Eve were created in the image of God, who exercises dominion over the forces 

of nature. As image-bearers, humanity was intended to reflect the nature of its Creator by filling 

the earth with new human life and exercising dominion over creation. The entrance of sin into 

the world clouded humanity’s understanding of its place in God’s creation such that they did the 

exact opposite (Genesis 11:1-9).  

 God’s promise to Abram was a kingdom promise (Genesis 17:6); he and his descendants 

were intended to usher in the restoration of humanity’s original purpose: viceroys in God’s 

creation who point the nations to the glory of their Creator (Exodus 19:6). A human king was 

part of God’s plan for the nation of Israel.  

 In the Former Prophets, Israel is established as a kingdom. God’s kingdom promise to 

Israel progresses in the anointing of David, through whom God promised to establish an eternal 

kingdom that would see no end. God’s promise to David saw partial fulfillment in Solomon, who 

built the temple. However, the Davidic Covenant points to an even greater future reality in which 

a seed from the line of David would bring about blessing for all the people of the earth.  
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 Throughout the remainder of the Old Testament, God’s promise to David is a source of 

hope for Israel; the authors look forward to a day when God will finally anoint a Messiah from 

the line of David whose throne will be established forever.  

NEW TESTAMENT REALIZATION 

 The synoptic gospels present Jesus as God’s promised Messiah from the line of David 

who arrived to establish an eternal throne on earth. Jesus’ presentation of the Kingdom of God 

was unexpected, especially for the Jews. They had lost sight of the global scope of God’s 

promise to Abraham, and were deeply disturbed when Jesus began to preach salvation through 

him – a humble rabbi from Galilee -- not just for Israel, but for all. Jesus also redefined 

expectations of the timing of the Kingdom of God. He preached that the Kingdom was “near” 

(Matt. 4:17) but had yet to reach its true fulfillment. In other words, the kingdom that Jesus 

preached was a Kingdom of “already, but not yet.”  

 Jesus’ miracles and parables provided glimpses and evidences of the reality that God’s 

Kingdom was beginning to break into the world. He taught that change and transformation were 

possible in the present age, but no one would see the true fulfillment of Kingdom realities until 

the coming age where he will return to consummate his eternal reign. The consummation of 

Christ’s reign is the ultimate fulfillment of God’s promise to Abram of a descendant who would 

bring blessing to all the nations of the earth.  

 The Johannine literature and the epistles do not have a specific Kingdom of God focus, 

but elements of Christ’s teaching on the Kingdom are still present. Paul recognizes the Kingdom 

as a present yet future reality, and the general epistles fall in line with this understanding. 

 

REFLECTIONS ON THE KINGDOM OF GOD 
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 The Kingdom of God is not simply a future reality to look forward to; it has real 

implications for believers today – particularly in the realm of social justice.  

 There has been a push in evangelical circles to minimize the Church’s responsibility 

toward social justice issues and instead devote all energy to preaching and teaching of the Bible 

and evangelism. It is difficult for me to see how devotion to preaching and teaching of the Word 

and evangelism do not involve in some way an orientation toward social justice. God 

communicates through his Word that his Kingdom is a reality in which sin, along with its effects, 

is eradicated. Jesus demonstrates this reality through his miracles, which involved forgiveness of 

sins and healing of diseases and afflictions. This leads to a deep conviction of mine that justice 

for the marginalized and oppressed is deeply intertwined with the good news of the gospel of 

Jesus. Injustice is a fruit of sin. When sin is eradicated, so will its fruits. As citizens of heaven 

called to live in the world as if the Kingdom of God were already a reality, I argue that the 

people of God should be at the forefront of redeeming injustice in the world as a complement to 

the gospel truth that all affliction and injustice is a fruit of sin, and Christ offers eternal freedom 

from sin and its effects.  

 The Church must absolutely emphasize the preaching and teaching of God’s Word and 

evangelism, but deeply entrenched in the Word of God and the gospel of Jesus is the reality that 

injustice is an abomination to God (Isaiah 1:1-17) and it will be dealt with in the coming 

Kingdom (Isaiah 2:1-4). As a body of believers, we are called to share the good news of the 

abolition of sin and its effects in the Kingdom of God. Our temporary acts of justice in this 

world, when paired with the eternal truth of God’s forgiveness of sins through the death and 

resurrection of Jesus, provide a fuller picture of our hope of God’s renewed creation in his 

Kingdom.  


