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The Nature of Truth 

 In a society that is becoming increasingly relativistic, a firm concept of “truth” is often 

hard to come by. Many are satisfied with the idea that truth is subjective, limited only to the 

morality and ideals of individuals. However, God is the beginning and end of all things. As the 

Creator of the world and having existed before all things, God is absolute. If God is absolute, 

then His truth must be absolute, and the only source of truth must be the true and inspired Word 

of God – Scripture. Though every situation and every human experience is not covered in detail 

by Scripture, an ultimate, overarching truth is revealed: truth and freedom are found in loving 

and obeying the Word and will of God (Jn. 8:12-38). Therefore, anyone seeking absolute truth 

must first consult Scripture. Practically, Scripture claims itself as “God-breathed and . . . useful 

for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in righteousness” (2 Tim. 3:16). Therefore, a 

responsible pursuit of truth requires a knowledge of the Word of God and a sound, informed 

interpretation of it before any attempt to teach, rebuke, correct, or train. The Biblical writers 

made it very clear that there is no subjectivity when it comes to the use of God’s Word, and so a 

responsible interpretation of it is essential.  

(221) 

The Location of Meaning 

 Jesus said to cut off your right hand and gouge out your eye if they cause you to stumble. 

If this was interpreted as a direct command, most Christians would not have the correct number 

of limbs. However, we know that this statement is hyperbolic and not intended as a literal 

command. This is an obvious example, but the principle still holds: the location of meaning in a 

passage of Scripture lies in the way it was originally intended to be heard. It is irresponsible to 

locate the meaning of a Scriptural passage without regard to this. Every passage is part of a 
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larger work, and every work part of the larger body of Scripture that comprises God’s revealed 

Word. Therefore, the meaning of a passage is tied to its context in the larger body of Scripture, 

the history of redemption, the genre of the passage and the author’s use of language, and the 

historical context in which the passage was written. These things must be considered when 

attempting to determine the meaning of a passage and its subsequent application. Failure to do so 

puts the interpreter at risk of finding false meaning and making erroneous applications of 

Scripture. 

(203) 

The Nature of Scripture 

 Scripture is the infallible, divinely inspired Word of God given for the teaching and 

edification of God’s people, the Church. Human authors, under influence of the Holy Spirit, 

crafted Scripture over the course of centuries. It was then preserved, canonized, and remains true 

to form today. Scripture is revelation. It is God’s revealed will, illuminating the depravity of 

humanity and disclosing God’s unfolding plan for the redemption of the world.  

 Scripture contains a variety of genres and literary styles, written by numerous authors 

under various circumstances. These genres offer a unique perspective, offering glimpses of the 

personalities and styles of the human authors as they communicate divine truth. Their works 

document how God has interacted with humanity and the world over the centuries, and human 

responses to God’s actions. The books of the Bible are in an ongoing conversation with one 

another, together interpreting the actions of God and world events in terms of God’s plan for 

humanity’s salvation. 

 Scripture is to be used by and for the Church, for the teaching of the people of God. 

Though it has significance as a literary masterpiece, as well as a historical document, the Bible is 



3 
 

first and foremost God’s communication of his desire for his people and should be treated as 

such. Thus, the nature of Scripture demands responsible interpretation that is faithful and 

honoring to God. 

(227) 

My Interpretive Approach in Light of the Five Views  

 My interpretive approach takes into consideration the Redemptive-Historical, 

Literary/Postmodern, and Historical-Critical/Grammatical, and Canonical hermeneutical 

approaches. Though it is important to consider the historical and grammatical background of a 

passage when interpreting it to avoid imposing one’s own assumptions upon the text, this should 

be done only so far as to eliminate possible meanings and narrow the scope of a passage’s 

conceivable interpretations. Interpretations should not be founded solely on historical 

hypotheticals or assumptions. In fact, the Bible itself provides plenty of context which can be 

used effectively to interpret a piece of text. Scripture is God’s revelation of his redemptive plan 

for the world, and each passage of Scripture fits somewhere along the redemptive timeline and 

within a smaller unit of text. Having gained insight as to the historical background, the next step 

is to locate the passage within the larger story of God’s redemption of the world and within the 

book. This helps the interpreter to understand what God has already done, and what is still to 

come. Next, it is necessary to identify the main literary features of the passage being interpreted 

and how they may contribute to or affect the passage’s meaning. After these steps are taken, the 

interpreter can pose a faithful, responsible interpretation of a passage which can be used for the 

edification of God’s people and the Church. 

(224) 
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Historical, Cultural, and Social Backgrounds and Interpretation  

We must be careful as readers and interpreters to avoid imposing our own ideas, values, 

and cultural assumptions on a passage of Scripture. It is very unlikely that the authors of the 

Bible had the values and culture of 21st century Americans in mind when they were composing 

their works, or that their intended message was something of which their original audience could 

not have conceived.1 Therefore, a responsible interpretation of a passage’s meaning must attempt 

to be faithful to the original author’s meaning and the original audience’s reception of it. 

However, it is important to avoid interpreting a passage solely based on its historical-social 

background. We can never know for certain the conditions under which Scripture was written. 

Reading into the historical context and interpreting only from assumptions is an irresponsible 

method. For example, many historical-critical scholars doubt the authorship of 1 Peter based on 

the assumption that Peter, a humble fisherman, simply could not have written the elegant, 

complex Greek prose seen in 1 Peter. This is an unsubstantial argument, as we have no way of 

knowing the scope of Peter’s rhetorical skill, whether he used an amanuensis, or other factors 

that are not made explicit in the text. Making assumptions such as these calls into question the 

divine inspiration and preservation of the biblical text and leads to flawed interpretations. 

(240) 

Genre 

 It is important to note the many different genres present in the Bible and their 

implications for interpreting a text. One will interpret a parable differently than a historical 

narrative or a psalm. Each genre has unique features that lend insight to interpretation. 

Awareness of these features will help an interpreter understand the literary context of a passage 

 
1 Blomberg, Craig L. "The Historical-Critical/Grammatical View." In Biblical Hermeneutics: Five Views, 29. 

Downers Grove, IL: IVP, 2012. 
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and its uses both in the structure of the book and in the larger canon of Scripture. For example, a 

narrative features a setting, plot, characters, dialogue, a conflict, climax, and resolution. Being 

able to identify these aspects of the narrative, or where they may be missing or modified, 

provides the interpreter with valuable information as to the narrative’s use. Is the author placing 

an emphasis on a certain character or type of character? Is the climax resolved or is a new 

conflict introduced? What is the narrator’s perspective as the storyteller? Awareness of unique 

literary features such as these provides a more comprehensive understanding of a passage and 

aids in interpretation. An understanding of the genre of a passage will also give an interpreter 

insight as to the passage’s purpose (i.e. is it meant to teach a lesson? It is for worship, lament 

etc.?). 

(203) 

Interpreting Figurative Language 

 Biblical writers used a number of literary devices in order to communicate complex divine 

truths, including figurative language. In the Gospels, Jesus employs a similar strategy, using 

figurative language as a way for people to understand who he is (or, in many cases, so that they 

won’t understand!) Much of the time, figurative language is self-evident, but in some cases the 

language is more subtle and demands closer investigation in order to land upon an accurate 

interpretation. It should not be glossed over. Figurative language contains rich theology and insight 

on the nature of God that is often difficult to express in any other terms. For example, “The Lord 

is my shepherd” (Ps. 23:1) is a metaphor that communicates important aspects of the otherwise 

unfathomable nature of God in human terms. Rather than explaining God’s loving nature outright, 

the Psalmist instead uses just one phrase. “The Lord is my shepherd” provides an image that 
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connotes the protection, provision, attention, peace and abundance found in God.2 Much of the 

time, the figurative language found in the Bible is difficult to understand in a modern context. 

Much of the rural, archaic, agrarian imagery is unfamiliar and difficult to comprehend. However, 

God chose to reveal himself in this way and to this particular culture, so the work of interpreting 

and understanding figurative language is very much warranted.  

(226) 

The Old Testament-New Testament Conversation and Interpretation 

 The Old Testament and the New Testament should not be viewed as separate entities, but 

as units of a whole body of Scripture inextricably tied to one another. Through the Old and New 

Testaments, the Bible tells one cohesive story: the creation of a human race that continually 

gives themselves over to the influence of sin and drifts ever farther from God, and God’s plan to 

redeem humanity and bridge the chasm separating him from humanity caused by sin. The Old 

Testament documents the unfolding of this plan through the nation of Israel. Throughout the Old 

Testament, the Israelites look forward to the coming of the Messiah, the Anointed One from the 

Israelite line who will save the world from sin and finally unite humanity with God. This 

Messiah is God himself, Jesus Christ, whose incarnation is recounted at the beginning of the 

New Testament in the Gospels. After his atoning death and resurrection, Jesus commands his 

followers to tell the world of his saving actions and make disciples of the nations. The story of 

the following actions of Jesus’ followers is recounted in the Acts and the Epistles. The story of 

the Bible culminates with a prophetic vision of a future day when Jesus will return to vanquish 

evil and unite the saints with God.  

 
2 Köstenberger, Andreas J., and Richard D. Patterson. Invitation to Biblical Interpretation: Exploring the 
Hermeneutical Triad of History, Literature, and Theology. 674. Grand Rapids, MI: Kregel Academic, 2011. 
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 Because the Bible is a cohesive story, every book and passage fall somewhere along a 

timeline. They are influenced by their context and should not be taken out of context. Further, 

the Old Testament looks forward to the coming of the Messiah and should be interpreted in terms 

of God’s redemptive actions through Jesus Christ. 

(271) 

Typology 

 Typology, the concept of a “type”- “antitype” pattern in Scripture, serves to exemplify 

God’s consistent action and behavior throughout history. Typologies are remarkable 

demonstrations of God ordaining human actions over the course of history to reflect and 

accomplish his will and his purposes. These instances ground the historical account of the New 

Testament in the Old Testament, showing God’s continuing action and sovereignty in his 

dealings with his people. Typology also demonstrates the consistency with which God deals with 

human affairs. In interpretation, locating a type-antitype pattern is an important practice when 

attempting to determine the meaning of a passage of Scripture. For example, the story of Jesus’ 

family’s flight to Egypt in Matthew 2 and Jesus’ subsequent temptation in the wilderness found 

in Matthew 4 appears to be a typology reflecting Israel’s wandering in the wilderness in Exodus 

and Numbers. Jesus, as the anti-type, wandered in the wilderness as Israel did but succeeded in 

every way Israel failed and overcame every temptation Israel succumbed to. While Israel 

rebelled and fell into sin, Jesus remained faithful to God. This type-antitype relationship depicts 

Jesus as the new Israel; the new vehicle through which God will accomplish his redemptive work 

in the world.  

(201) 
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Application  

 After a sound interpretation is reached, application is possible. Application should remain 

faithful to the guidelines of Scripture. When applying the text, it is important to avoid imposing 

one’s own assumptions upon the text and instead receive the passage in its context and attempt to 

understand the theological point being made. Pastors and preachers often attempt to write 

themselves or their audience into the story and read Scripture as if it was written directly about 

them. This often involves reading into specific details in the story (the red garment hung by 

Rahab, “agape” versus “phileo”, etc.) and imposing unspoken interpretations which are not 

stated or emphasized by the text.  A more faithful method will involve stepping back and reading 

the text in its context and seeking to understand the theological point. We are not seeking to 

pillage a text, dissect every aspect of it; we are seeking to learn about the character of God, our 

own sinful fallen condition, how God’s people should live, how we relate to God and others, and 

God’s promises and truths. Looking for these five things in a passage of Scripture is a good 

starting point when thinking about application. When we learn about the character of God and 

his promises, we discover how he acts in the world and interacts with us. When we learn about 

our own fallen condition, we uncover sins to repent of and sinful tendencies to avoid. When 

Scripture teaches us how God’s people should live, we learn God’s desire for our interactions 

with others and habits in our daily lives. 

(261) 

 

 

 

(2344) 
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