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Assignment #2 

Word Study: ds,x, 

1.              Dictionary Definition 

   ds,x,  

 Goodness, kindness  

o Of man towards man – favors, benefits, kind acts; mercy toward the needy and 

vulnerable 

o Of God – lovingkindness; bending/condescending to preserve and meet the needs 

of his creatures; abundant in goodness.1 

2.                Use in Jonah 4:1-5 

And he prayed to the LORD and said, "Please LORD, was not this what I said while I was still in 

my own country? Therefore, in order to forestall this I fled to Tarshish, for I knew that Thou art a 

gracious and compassionate God, slow to anger and abundant in lovingkindness (ds,x,), and one 

who relents concerning calamity. 

3. Working Definition 

ds,x, refers to favor or faithful acts of service, devotion, provision, or mercy from one party 

toward another.  

Describing God’s 

divine 

favor/provision 

for his creatures 

 

Describing 

benevolence 

(as that of a 

king or 

ruler toward 

his subjects) 

Describing 

piety of 

man; 

devotion to 

God  

Describing 

loyalty, as to 

a friend or 

companion 

 

Describing 

kindness, 

mercy 

Isaiah 55:3 1 Kings 

20:31 

Nehemiah 

13:14 

2 Samuel 

16:17 

Joshua 2:12 

Psalm 59:18 

(WTT) 

Proverbs 

20:28 

Hosea 6:4 

(neg.) 

Genesis 

20:13 

Numbers 

14:19 

Genesis 32:11 2 Chronicles 

32:32 

Jeremiah 2:2 Job 6:14 Jonah 2:8 

Other uses: YHWH’s acts of favor/provision toward Israel (Isa. 63:7); loveliness in appearance 

(Isa. 40:6). 

                                                           
1 Brown, Driver, and Briggs Hebrew and English Lexicon, 338-339. 
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4.  A suggested reading of ds,x, in Jonah 4:2 

ds,x, appears in Jonah 4:2 to be describing the mercy and kindness of God toward his creatures. 

Interestingly, the word appears another time during Jonah’s prayer from the belly of the fish in 

chapter 2, where Jonah proclaims that “those who cherish worthless idols abandon their ds,x” 

(2:8). Jonah’s attitude toward the Ninevites is clear: if Jonah had it his way, the Ninevites’ 

worship of idols would nullify any hope of God showing them mercy (ds,x). However, in the 

back of his mind, Jonah knew that God was abounding in mercy (ds,x), and would relent from 

sending disaster on Nineveh – so Jonah fled.   

  


