
People Groups 

 

The Hittites1 

Key Dates 

- Old Hittite Period (ca. 1750 – 1420 B.C.) 

- Middle Hittite Period (ca. 1420 – 1344 B.C.) 

- Hittites sacked Babylon ending First Dynasty of Babylon (ca. 1595 B.C.) 

  

Key Rulers 

- Hattushili I: reigned during Old Period; campaigned in far western Azwa and in the southeast 

in north Syria. 

- Murshili I / Mursilis I (ca. 1620 – 1590 B.C.): During his reign, the Hittites sacked Babylon; 

he was assassinated when the empire fell into disarray.2 

- Tudhaliya II (ca. 1320 – 1370 B.C.): founded the New Kingdom – the greatest period of 

foreign expansion occurred during this period. 

- Hattushili III: gained and retained control of Syra as far south as Damascus; led several 

battles with the Egyptians. 

Key Locations 

- Hattusas: Capital city3 

- Hebron: Palestine city under Hittites control at the time of Abraham. 

- Egypt: Hittites influence was felt because of their strong presence in Palestine-Syria. 

Key Literary Works 

- The Hittite literature contained texts of official documents, like treaties, laws, instruction, 

annals of kings, letters, and historical records; also, literature included myths, legends, epics, 

incantations, ritual, omens, prayers, and descriptions of festivals – all of which were of a 

religious nature.4 

Biblical Correlation 

- The Hittites descended from Heth, the second son born to Canaan (Ham’s son; Noah’s 

grandson):  Genesis 10:15. 

- Abraham purchased the cave of Machpelah from the Hittites as a burial place; Sarah was 

buried there – Genesis 23. 

Miscellaneous 

- Hittites kings were not considered to be divine while living, but they became gods upon 

death.5 

- The Hittites worshiped a pantheon of gods. A major god was the weather god, who was 

depicted as a bull. The supreme deity of the state was Arinna, the sun goddess.6 

- The Assyrians brought the Hittite Empire to an end, and it was placed under their control 

during the reign of Shalmaneser V and Sargo II, the rulers who also dealt a death blow to the 

northern kingdom of Israel by conquering Samaria in 721 B.C.7 

 
1
 Used with permission from Chad Shively, Grace College and Seminary. Winona Lake, IN.  

2
 Walter A. Elwell, Baker Encyclopedia of the Bible Volume 1, 981. 

3
 Ibid. 

4
 Ibid., 982. 

5
 Alfred J. Hoerth, Peoples of the Old Testament World, 140. 

6
 Walter A. Elwell, Baker Encyclopedia of the Bible Volume 1, 982. 

7
 Ibid. 



 

 

The Babylonians 

Key Dates: 8 

● Settled in the 3rd millennium B.C 

● Reign of Sargon the Great 2234-2279 

● Old Babylonian Period 1880-1763 B.C 

● Hammurabi 1793-1750 B.C 

● Neo Babylonian Empire 625-539 B.C  

 

Key Rulers9 

● Hammurabi – Wrote famous law code (c.f. Exodus) 

● Nebuchadnezzar I – campaigned against the Elamites; returned statue of Marduk to the 

temple 

● Nabonidus – last king of Babylon (556-539 B.C) 

 

Key Locations 

● Babel (Genesis 11:1-9) -- also called Babylon  

● Tigris and Euphrates Rivers 

 

Key Literary Works10 

● The Enuma Elish –Babylonian epic of creation 

o Written c.a. 1100 B.C 

o Compare with Genesis 1 and 2 

● The Code of Hammurabi  -- instructions for basic civic life  

o including instructions for commerce, the penal system, treatment of slaves, etc. 

Bears similarities to the law codes of the Israelites (c.f. Exodus) 

● Epic of Gilgamesh – Babylonian flood story 

o Contains sections from as early as 2000 B.C 

o Written in Akkadian 

o c.f. Genesis 6-9 

 

Biblical Correlation 

● Origins described in Genesis  

o Founded by Nimrod (Gn. 10:9-10) 

● Babylonian Exile – 587-515 

o The prophetic books 

 

Miscellaneous11 

● Located in Mesopotamia – the fertile land between the Tigris and Euphrates Rivers 

● Written language – Sumerian, written in cuneiform 

● Invaded by Cyrus the Great of Persia. Put an end to the Babylonian Empire  

 
8
 Chad Shively, Grace College and Seminary. Winona Lake, IN. Lecture, October 23, 2018. 

9
 Ibid. 

10
 Ibid. 

11
 Geoffery W. Bromiley, ed., The International Standard Bible Encyclopedia vol. 1. 394-395. 



 

The Assyrians 

 

Key Dates12 

● Old Assyrian Period (1900-1300 B.C) 

o Region was broken up into small city-states 

● Middle Assyrian Period (1300-900 B.C) 

o Assurballit reunites Assyria under strong central control 

o Shalmanesar I battles to keep his borders protected from foreign invaders 

o David and Solomon take advantage of the ongoing war and expand their 

territory into southern Syria 

o Empire weakens 

● Neo-Assyrian Period (900-612 B.C) 

o Ashurnasirpal II reestablishes the empire through strong military force 

o Shalmaneser III campaigns to extend Assyrian rule west toward Palestine; 

battled coalition of 12 nations including Israel at Quarqar  

o Tiglath-pileser brings about 100 year “golden age”13 

o Sennacherib besieges Jerusalem under Hezekiah 

o Nineveh conquered by the Babylonians and Medes in 612 

 

Key Rulers 

● Shalmanesar I 

● Ashurbanipal II 

● Shalmaneser III 

● Tiglath-pileser III  

● Sennacherib 

● Sargon II 

 

Key Locations 

● Shinar 

● Nineveh  

 

Key Literary Works 

● The Sennacherib Prism (c.a. 700 B.C) 

o Recounts Sennacherib’s siege of Jerusalem (c.f. 2 Kgs. 18-19; 2 Chron. 32) 

 

Biblical Correlation14 

● Jonah coincides with the Neo-Assyrian Period 

●  Hoshea’s rebellion (2 Kgs. 17:4) 

● Syro-Ephraimite War (2 Kgs. 16; 2 Chron. 28; Isa. 7) 

● Sennacherib’s siege of Jerusalem (2 Kgs. 18-19; 2 Chron. 32) 

 
12

 Ibid., 334. 
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 Chad Shively, Grace College and Seminary. Winona Lake, IN. Lecture, November 16, 2018. 
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 Ibid. 



● The fall of Nineveh (Nahum 1) 

 

 

 

The Persians15 

 

Key Dates 

● Revolt against the Medes (553 B.C) 

● Babylon conquered (539 B.C) 

● Egypt conquered (525 B.C) 

● Ionian Revolt (499 B.C) 

● Egyptian Revolt (486 B.C) 

● Invasion of Greece (480 B.C) 

● Conquered by Alexander the Great (331 B.C) 

● Hellenistic Period (331-167 B.C) 

 

Key Rulers 

● Cyrus II (559-530 B.C)   

o Conquered the Babylonians in 539; championed himself as humanist 

o  outlawed slavery 

o  placated the gods 

● Cambyses II (530-523 B.C)  

o  Conquered Egypt in 525 

● Darius I   

o Added northern India and Thrace to the empire 

● Xerxes I (486-465 B.C)  

● Artaxerxes I (464-424 B.C) 

 

Key Locations 

● Capital city at Ecbatana  

 

Key Literary Works  

● The Cyrus Cylinder 

o Recounts Cyrus’ conquest of Babylon in 539 (c.f. Ezra 1:1-4) 

o Fired clay cylinder 

o Cuneiform 

 

Biblical Correlation 

● YHWH anoints Cyrus in Isaiah 45 

o “Thus says Yahweh to his anointed (meshiach)” Isa. 45:1 

● Cyrus permits the rebuilding of the temple in Ezra 1:1-4 

o Compare with the Cyrus Cylinder – events have dissimilarities 

● The book of Esther correlates with the reign of Artaxerxes 

● Many challenges to Judaism while living as exiles in a pagan world 

 

 
15

 Ibid. 



 

 

The Canaanites 

 

Key Dates 

● c.a. 3000 B.C. -- first evidence of inhabitants in the land of Canaan 

● 2350 B.C. (?) -- Migrants from Arabia or the Persian Gulf move into the area of Canaan16 

● 1446 / 1267 B.C. -- Israel escapes from Egypt, invades the land of Canaan 

 

Key Rulers 

● Canaan was not as much a nation as it was a term for the disunified collection of people 

groups occupying the land before the Israelite invasion. Thus, key rulers of Canaan are 

not often discussed.17 

● The establishment of Canaan is discussed in the Bible. Canaan was the son of Ham. He 

fathered the various people groups of the land of Canaan, which were dispersed over the 

region (Gen. 9; 10).18 

 

Key Locations 

● Jericho  

○ site of Israel’s first military operation in the land of Canaan 

● Amurru, Upe, and Canaan  

○ the Syro-Palestinian region was divided into three regions, all of which were 

under Egyptian control for some time. The region of Canaan extended from along 

the coastal region from Byblos to Carmel and the Jezreel valley.19 

 

Key Literary Works 

● The Keret Epic  

○ Written in Ugarit; tells the story of King Keret of Huber and his journey to obtain 

a wife and his subsequent triumphs and failures. The epic was a social myth, used 

regularly in social life.20 

● The Aqhat Epic  

 

Biblical Correlation 

● Origins of Canaan are mentioned in Genesis 9 and 10; Canaan was the son of Ham 

● God promises Abram the land of Canaan 

● Historical books of the Bible recount Israel’s conquest of the land of Canaan 

● References to Canaanite Asherah poles in Deuteronomy 16:21 and Judges 6:25-28 

 

 
16

 Alfred J. Hoerth, ed., Peoples of the Old Testament World. 157-181. 

 
17

 Geoffery W. Bromiley, ed., The International Standard Bible Encyclopedia vol. 1. 585-591. 

 
18

 Chad Shively, Grace College and Seminary. Winona Lake, IN. Lecture, November 6, 2018. 
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 Geoffery W. Bromiley, ed., The International Standard Bible Encyclopedia vol. 1. 585-591. 
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 Alfred J. Hoerth, ed., Peoples of the Old Testament World. 173. 



 

 

 

The Phoenicians21 

 

Key Dates 

● 1200-332 B.C -- era of the “classical” Phoenicians 

○ Little is known about the history of the Phoenicians before the Assyrian invasion 

in 876. 

● 876 B.C. -- Assyria invades the region 

● 853 B.C. -- Battle of Qarqar 

○ Phoenicians join a coalition of nations in a battle against Assyrian invaders 

● 332 B.C. -- Conquest of Alexander the Great 

 

Key Rulers 

● Tiglath-pileser of Assyria launches a military campaign in the Mediterranean beginning 

in 1114 B.C. 

● Ashurnasirpal II of Assyria focuses more attention on Phoenician city-states  

● Ashurbanipal obtains the Phoenician stronghold of Tyre during his Egyptian campaign 

● Phoenicia also fell under the control of Babylon and Persia 

● The annals of these conquering kings include the names of minor Phoenician kings, 

including Shipit-Baal, Mattan-Baal, Aradus, and Hiram II. 

 

Key Locations 

● Aradus 

● Tyre 

● Sidon 

● Byblos  

 

Key Literary Works 

● Egyptian “Story of Wenamon”  

○ provides accurate descriptions of the Phoenician region 

● Record of the Mediterranean campaign of Tiglath-pileser  

○ confirms the existence of the four primary cities (Aradus, Tyre, Sidon, Byblos) as 

early as the 11th century. 

● Relatively little in terms of religious writing and myth from Phoenician sources 

 

Biblical Correlation22 

● Hiram I (2 Sam 5:11; 1 Kgs 5:1ff) 

● Hiram, the bronze worker (1 Kgs 7:13-47) 

● Jezebal, wife of King Ahab (1 Kgs 16:31ff) 

● Judgment on Tyre on Sidon (e.g. Isa 23; Ezek 26:1-28) 

 
21

  Alfred J. Hoerth, ed., Peoples of the Old Testament World. 183-206. 

 
22

  Chad Shively, Grace College and Seminary. Winona Lake, IN. Lecture PowerPoint, November 6, 2018. Slide 25 . 



 

 

The Arameans23 

 

Key Dates 

● 1250 B.C.  

○ First mention of the Arameans in ancient documents. Occurs during a period of 

chaos and instability in the ANE. Little is known about them before this period. 

They are thought to be a nomadic people who migrated to Syria and Mesopotamia 

during the 13th century B.C. 

● Aramean tribes harassed Assyria through the 11th and 12th centuries B.C. Assyrian 

leaders such as Tiglath-pileser campaigned against them on numerous occasions. 

● 934-824 -- Assyria begins to dominate the Arameans, subduing the influence of the 

Aramean people 

 

Key Leaders 

● Hadadezer 

● Hadad-’idr  

○ Gathered a coalition of nations and battled against the Assyrian armies at Qarqar. 

Assyrians halted their invasion.  

○ Believed by some scholars to be Ben-Hadad, the king of Aram mentioned in 1 

Kings 20 and 22. This is debatable. 

● Bir-Hadad 

○ Gained control over Israel during the period of Joahaz and Joash (814-782) 

 

Key Literary Works 

N/A 

 

Key Locations 

● Mesopotamia and Syria 

○  location of various clashes between the Assyrians and the nomadic Aramean 

tribes 

● Aram Damascus  

○ The most powerful Aramean state; shared a border with Israel 

 

Biblical Correlation  

● Battles between Israel under David and the Aramean state of Zobah under Hadadezer 

recounted in 2 Samuel 8 and 10.  

● Hadadezer also mentioned in 1 Chronicles 19 

● Aram occupies Israel during the reign of Bir-Hadad. Israel overthrows the Arameans in a 

battle near Aphek. These events are recounted in 2 Kings 13:22-25. 

 

Miscellaneous  

 
23

   Alfred J. Hoerth, ed., Peoples of the Old Testament World. 207-229. 



● The vast majority of information about the Arameans is derived from outside sources. 

There is very little information on their culture or religion. 

 

 

The Philistines24 

 

Key Dates 

● End of the 3rd millennium B.C. - 

○ Biblical account places Philistines in Canaan 

● c.a. 1176 B.C. 

○ Pharaoh Ramses III mentions land and sea battles between the Egyptians and the 

Philistines 

● 1150-1000 B.C. 

○ Numerous Philistine clashes with the Israelite judges 

○ Coalition of 5 Philistine cities rise up against Israel 

○ Mass destruction of the Philistines under Samson of Israel 

 

Key Leaders 

● The Philistines are another example of a varied collection of people groups in the region 

of Canaan. There was no single political unit governing these people, and key leaders are 

not discussed 

 

Key Locations 

● Ashdod, Gaza, Ashkelon, Gath and Ekron 

○ Coalition of Philistine cities who fought against Israel (1 Samuel 6:17) 

● Aphek and Ebenezer 

○ Site of a decisive battle between Israel and the Philistines during which the ark 

was captured 

● Mizpah 

○ Clash between Israel, led by Samuel, and the Philistines after which Israel 

regained the territory they had lost 

● Elah Valley 

○ Famous encounter between David and Goliath 

 

Key Literary Works 

● The vast majority of available ancient literature involving the Philistines is unique to the 

Biblical account. 

 

Biblical Correlation  

● Abraham and Isaac encounter the Philistines on several occasions (Gen. 20:1-18; 21:22-

34; 26:1-33) 

● “Five lords of the Philistines” mentioned in 1 Samuel and Judges 

● Philistine occupation of Israel (Judg. 13:5) 

● Philistine knowledge of the God of Israel (1 Sam. 4:8) 

● David vs. Goliath (1 Sam. 17) 

 
24

 Alfred J. Hoerth, ed., Peoples of the Old Testament World. 231-241. 



● Philistines continue to battle against Hezekiah (2 Kings 18:8), Jehoshaphat (2 Chronicles 

17:11), and other later Israelite kings even after David subdued them. 

 

 

The Egyptians 

 

Key Dates 

● 4000-2700 B.C. -- Egypt is a collection of separate people groups with rudimentary tools 

and primitive writing. Egypt is politically unified at some point between 4000 and 3100 

B.C.25; Northern and Southern Egypt unified under Narmer (c. 3000 B.C.)26 

● 2700-2200 B.C. -- Old Kingdom; the pyramid era; height of Egypt’s political and cultural 

power27 

● 2000-1700 B.C. -- Middle Kingdom; c.a. 1885 -- Joseph is exalted28 

● 1700-1540 B.C.-- Hyksos invasion 

● 1550-1100 -- Liberation of Egypt from the Hyksos 

● 1446 / 1270 B.C. -- Early/late estimated dates of the Israelite Exodus29  

● c.a. 945 B.C. -- Sheshonq invades Jerusalem 

● 332 B.C. -- Conquest by Alexander the Great 

Key Leaders30 

● Narmer -- Unified Northern and Southern Egypt 

● Joseph  

● Ahmose -- Moses born during his rule 

● Thutmose III -- ruled during the early estimated date of the Exodus   

● Amenhotep IV -- introduced monotheism; “the Aten” 

● Ramses II -- ruled during the late estimated date of the Exodus  

● Seti I -- military campaigns in Syria-Palestine  

Key Locations 

● Ramses -- city built by the Israelites 

● Giza -- Great Pyramids 

● The Nile River 

● Memphis -- first Egyptian capital city 

Key Literary Works 

● “Hymn to the Aten” -- hymn depicting monotheistic solar theology (c.f. Psalm 104) 

● “Judgment of the Dead” -- Egyptian death incantation for deliverance from punishment 

for sins31 

Biblical Correlation32 

● Origin of Egypt -- a son of Ham (Genesis 10:6) 

 
25

  Alfred J. Hoerth, ed., Peoples of the Old Testament World. 254-255. 
26

   Chad Shively, Grace College and Seminary. Winona Lake, IN. Lecture PowerPoint, November 2, 2018.  
27

 Alfred J. Hoerth, ed., Peoples of the Old Testament World. 256. 
28

 Chad Shively, Grace College and Seminary. Winona Lake, IN. Lecture PowerPoint, November 2, 2018.  
29

 Patterns of Evidence: The Exodus. Directed by Timothy P. Mahoney. 2004. 
30

 Chad Shively, Grace College and Seminary. Winona Lake, IN. Lecture PowerPoint, November 2, 2018.  
31

 Bill T. Arnold and Bryan Beyer, Readings from the Ancient Near East: Primary Sources for Old Testament Study 

(Grand Rapids, MI: Baker Academic, 2002). 118. 
32

  Chad Shively, Grace College and Seminary. Winona Lake, IN. Lecture PowerPoint, November 2, 2018. Slide 3. 



● Abram (Genesis 12) 

● Joseph is sold into slavery, works his way into Egyptian government (Gen. 37-50) 

● Exodus 

 

 

The Ammonites33 

 

Key Dates 

● 12th and 11th centuries -- Early hostilities between Ammonites and Israel; Amalekites 

and Ammonites join forces against Israel; archaeological evidence for large-scale 

Ammonite expansion 

○ Ammonite political system eventually develops into a monarchy -- unnamed king 

mentioned in Judges 11 

● 10th and 9th centuries -- War with Israel under David; Israelite suzerainty (1 Kings 11:1) 

○ Sparse archaeological evidence corroborating David’s military campaign; 

evidence of destruction of Ammonite cities from about the same time period 

● 9th through 6th centuries -- height of Ammonite power  

○ Still subject to Judah (2 Chron. 26:8) 

○ Joined coalition of nations against Assyrian invasion at Qarqar  

○ Invaded Judah with the Moabites and Meunites (2 Chron. 20) 

○ Liberation from Judah; cultural expansion  

○ Economic and political power (Jeremiah 49) 

 

Key Leaders 

● King Ba’sa, son of Ruhubi -- joined coalition against Assyria at Qarqar 

● Nahash; first Ammonite king mentioned -- conquered Israelite territories bordering 

Ammon; especially Jabesh-Gilead (1 Sam. 11:1-11) 

 

Key Locations 

● Jabbok River -- border of Ammonite territory (Deut. 3:16) 

● Rabbah-ammon -- Ammonite capital (2 Samuel 12:27) 

● Qarqar -- site of battle against the Assyrian army 

● Judah -- suzerain nation over Amon for part of their history 

 

Key Literary Works 

● N/A 

 

Biblical Correlation  

● Descendants of Lot 

● Judges 11*  

● 1 Kings 11:1 

● 2 Chronicles 26:8 

● 2 Chronicles 20 

● Jeremiah 49 

● 1 Samuel 11:1-11 
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● 1 Samuel 12:27 

● Deuteronomy 3:16 

*All subsequent passages discussed in the above notes 

 

 

 

The Moabites34 

 

Key Dates 

● c.a. 2500 B.C. -- pre-Moabite peoples 

● c.a. 1300 B.C. -- Appearance of the Moabite kingdom 

● Israelite Exodus 1446/1267  

○ Conflict between the two nations 

○ Mentions in Deuteronomy and Numbers 

● 582 B.C. Moab falls to Nebuchadnezzar of Babylon 

 

Key Locations 

● Moabite plateau -- northern side of the Arnon; contentious location between Moab and 

Israel35 

 

Key Leaders 

● King Mesha  

○ Best known non-Israelite king36 

● Eglon 

 

Key Literary Works 

● Mesha Inscription 

● Moabite Stone 

● “Balaam, son of Beor” inscription 

 

Extra-Biblical Information 

● Mesha Inscription -- c.f. 2 Kgs 3 

● Mentioned by Ramses II  

 

Biblical Correlation  

● Genesis 19:32 -- Origin of the Moabites 

● Israel encamped in Moab in Numbers 21-22 

○ King Balak and Balaam  

○ Oracles of Balaam -- Num. 23-24 

● YHWH prohibits Israel from going to war with Moab (Deuteronomy 2:9) 

● 2 Kings 3:4-5 - King Mesha of Moab rebels against Israel after Ahab’s death 

 
34

 Chad Shively, Grace College and Seminary. Winona Lake, IN. Lecture PowerPoint, November 9, 2018. 
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 Alfred J. Hoerth, ed., Peoples of the Old Testament World. 326. 
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● Ehud -- Judges 3:12-30 

● Numbers 24 -- Defeated by King David 

● Jeremiah -- end of the Moabites 9:25-26 

● Ruth 

 

 

 

The Edomites 

 

Key Dates 

● David’s reign c. 1000 B.C.  

○ David defeats Edomites and brings them under Israelite control 

● Jehoram of Judah (854-851 B.C.) 

○ Successful Edomite revolt 

○ Gained independence from Israel 

● King Adad-nirari of Assyria (r. 810-783 B.C.) 

○ forced Edom into vassalage 

● 701 B.C. - decline of Judah 

○ Gave Edom the opportunity to expand its territory westward 

● 587 B.C. -- Edom stood by as Israel was annihilated 

● Edom destroyed not long after Israel 

 

Key Locations 

● “Edom” was defined by its place within the region between Wadi el-Hesa in Jordan, the 

high plateau east of Wadi Arabah and the shores of the Gulf of Aqabah 

● The Edomites were often described as a nomadic people 

● Horvat Qitmit in Negev 

○ Archaeological evidence for Edomite expansion into Judah 

○ Religious center with altar and evidence of sacrificial system 

 

Key Leaders 

● Quasmalaka 

● Qosmalak 

○ Both mentioned in Assyrian records 

○ No corroboration in the Bible 

 

Key Literary Works 

● No surviving Edomite history outside of what we know from outside sources 

○ Egypt, Israel, Assyria 

 

Extra-Biblical Information 

● Assyrian, Babylonian, Egyptian, and Israelite records 

○ Ramses II, Merneptah, Ramses III 

 

Biblical Correlation 

● Genesis 27:39-40 -- origin of the Edomites; Jacob steals Esau’s blessing 



● Esau settles in Seir -- Genesis 32:3 

● Forbade Israel from using King’s Highway -- Num. 20 

● God forbids Israel to take Edom -- Deut. 2 

● Battles with King Saul 1 Sam. 14 

● Subdued by David -- 2 Sam. 8:12-14 

● Judgment oracles -- Ezek. 25; Mal. 1;  

The Herodians37 

 

Key Dates 

● 67-47 B.C. 

 

Key Leaders 

● Herod and his dynasty 

 

Key Locations 

● Roman Palestine 

● Possibly the northern tetrarchies of Herod’s former kingdom 

 

Key Literary Works 

● N/A 

 

Biblical Correlation  

● The Herodias were a political party, mentioned only in the gospels, who are thought to be 

adherents of the Herodian dynasty. There is speculation about what their true identity 

was. Some have suggested that they were soldiers of Herod, Jews from the northern 

tetrarchies of Herod’s heirs, political supporters of Antipas, etc. 

● Their significance for biblical study is their appearance in the gospels. The Herodians 

collaborated with the Pharisees on two occasions to oppose Jesus.  

○ Mark 3:6 

○ Mark 12:13 
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The Pharisees38 

 

Key Dates 

● Early Second Temple Period (3rd and 2nd centuries B.C.) After the Hasmoneans rose to 

power 

● First mentioned by Josehpus 

● Influential during Hyrcanus (134-104 B.C) 

○ Hyrcanus eventually subdued the influence of the Pharisees  

● Jannaeus (103-76 B.C.) 

○ Pharisees suffered persecution, crucifixion  

○ Regained some official power after Jannaeus’ death 

 

Influence 

● A small Jewish movement/group 

○ “Pharisee” = “one who is separate” (from impurity) 

○ Accurate interpreters of the laws 

○ Credited with passing down traditions and regulations observed by previous 

generations, but not prescribed by Moses 

■ Decided on the correct interpretation of Torah and how to apply it in 

everyday life 

○ According to Josephus, there were only about 6,000 Pharisees, but the relatively 

small group had an enormous influence on the Jewish people -- and even some 

influence in government bodies 

○ Purity was very important to the Pharisees 

■ Pharisees held themselves to much higher standards than other Jewish 

people 

■ There were some Pharisaic priests, but not all Pharisees were from the line 

of Aaron 

○ Key points of difference from the Sadducees 

■ Believed that both fate and human decision were involved in actions 

■ Believed that there was an afterlife in which the righteous would receive 

eternal reward and the wicked eternal punishment 

■ Believed in angels and spirits 

○ Believed by some that rabbinic Jews preserve Pharisaic beliefs and perspectives 

 

Biblical Correlation 

● Opposers of Jesus in the gospels 
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Extra-Biblical Information 

● Outside of the Bible, the main source of information on the Pharisees comes from the 

writings of Josephus 

● War 2.162-163, 166; Antiquities 18.12-15 

 

 

The Sadducees39 

 

Key Dates 

● First mentioned by Josephus in Antiquities 

○ Supplemented by materials from the Bible and the Qumran Scrolls 

● Gained influence under Hyrcanus 

● Lost influence during Alexandra’s reign 

 

Key Leaders 

● Annaus -- condemned James, the brother of Jesus 

 

Influence 

● Name may be derived from the name Zadok, a leading priest during the time of David 

and Solomon 

● The group included high-ranking officials 

○ Some Sadducees were also leading priests 

■ ex.) Acts 5:17 

● Sadducees had the support of the wealthy but no following among commoners; on the 

other hand, the Pharisees had support from commoners 

○ Josephus suggests that Sadducees bent to the will of the Pharisees -- otherwise the 

masses would not tolerate them 

○ Josephus has proven to be a biased and unreliable source, at times 

● Key differences from the Pharisees: 

○ Believed only the written law to be authoritative 

○ Rejected the Pharisaic traditions of the elders -- and all other unwritten edicts and 

guidelines 

○ Adhered to a very strict and conservative approach to interpreting and applying 

Scripture 

○ Did not have oral tradition like the Pharisees -- but did have written traditions 

○ Denied resurrection, angels or spirits (Acts 23:8) 

○ Believed free choice of man to choose between good and evil 

 

Biblical Correlation 

● Some examples of Sadducean beliefs in the Bible (ex. Acts 23) 

● Opposed Jesus in the gospels 

 

Extra-Biblical Information 

● Josephus 

○ Antiquities 
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● Qumran Texts  

○ Halakhic Letter 

 

 

 

 

The Essenes40 

 

Influence 

● Name may mean “those who do” 

○ with respect to the Law 

● Not as large of a group as the Pharisees 

○ Maybe about 4,000 of them 

○ Lived throughout the towns of Israel 

● Way of life: 

○ close knit communities 

○ lived simply; avoided luxury 

○ avoided marriage 

○ exercised self-control 

○ gave up their property upon joining the group 

○ cared for their own members out of a community pool of money 

○ Daily regimen: prayer, work, bathing, meal, work, and another meal 

○ greatly interested in the writings of the ancients 

● Admission process lasted years 

○ Oath taken at the end of the process 

● Four levels of Essene groups described 

○ some did participate in marriage 

● Beliefs 

○ Souls are immortal 

○ Strict Sabbath observers 

○ All human actions due to fate 

○ Did not own slaves 

○ Emphasis on praise and prayer 

 

 

Biblical Correlation 

● Not mentioned in the NT by name 

 

Extra-Biblical Information 

● Josephus 

○ Antiquities 

○ War 

● Philo 

○ Every Good Man is Free 

● Pliny the Elder 
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○ Natural History 

● Qumran Rule of Community 

 

 

 

 

Samaritans41 

 

Key Dates 

● 11th century B.C. - Samaritan origins? 

 

Key Leaders 

● N/A 

 

Key Locations 

● central hill country of Samaria 

○ between Galilee and Judea 

● Mt. Gerizim -- close to Shechem 

 

Influence/Types/Beliefs 

● Beliefs 

○ Adopted Deut. 18:18-22 for themselves 

■ speaks of a future prophet like Moses 

○ Believed in one God 

○ Belief in Moses the prophet 

○ Mt. Gerazim was the place appointed by God for sacrifice 

● Conflicts with Jews 

○ sometimes erupted in violence 

○ Jewish pilgrims often detoured around Samaria  

■ those who did pass through did so at great risk 

○ Jews regarded Samaritans as fools and idolaters  

 

 

Biblical Correlation 

● Gospels 

○ Matthew 10:5 

○ Luke 9:52 

○ Luke 10:33 

○ Luke 17:16 

○ John 4 

○ Acts 1:8 

 

Extra-Biblical Information 

● Josephus 

○ Antiquities 
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○ Jewish War 

 

 

 

 

 

Zealots42 

 

Key Dates 

● A.D. 64-66 

○ origin of the zealot party 

○ clash between Roman procurator and Forus 

○ Florus pilfers Jerusalem treasury, looted the city, controlled the temple 

○ Romans re-conquer Judea; zealots resist 

 

Key Leaders 

● John of Gischala 

○ formed his own revolutionary faction when he could not gain full support 

from the zealot party 

 

Influence 

● Acted out against Roman nobility 

● Acts of violence against Israel’s upper class and against Herodians 

● conspired for political control 

○ elected their own laypeople to priestly offices 

● Jewish aristocracy attacked them 

○ Forced by people of Jerusalem into the inner courts of the temple 

○ Zealots called for reinforcements to free them 

○ Captors were slaughtered 

● assassinated nobles 

● thwarted Jewish artistocracy’s plan to negotiate with the Romans 

 

Biblical Correlation 

● “Simon the Zealot” 

○ Luke 6:15 

○ Acts 1:13 

 

Extra-Biblical Information 

● Josephus 

○ Antiquities 
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Tax Collectors43 

 

● Title of tax collector was a term of abuse in the gospels 

○ Matthew 5:46 

○ Matthew 18:17 

○ Matthew 21:31-32 

○ Luke 3:12 

 

● Dishonesty 

○ tax collectors and tax farmers were different 

○ tax farmer was the embodiment of dishonesty 

○ tax farmers made a living from commission 

■ stopped travellers and demanded a portion of their goods 

■ institutionalized robbery 

■ commission was regulated, but the system encouraged dishonesty 

when assessing the value of goods 

● c.f. Zacchaeus (Luke 19:8) 

■ tax farmers were wealthy to begin with  

■ rabbis regarded any house entered by a tax farmer as unclean 

○ occupation of tax farmer did not attract the most pleasant of people; the job 

was based on swindling people 

 

● Rome 

○ Direct tax collectors symbolized Roman greed and oppression 

○ Direct tax collectors were despised for their association with Rome 

■  particularly in Judea, which was under direct control of the Roman 

government 

■ Idea that honest Jewish labor made distant politicians rich harbored 

bitterness 

■ Anger was not over the amount of tax, but over who the tax was 

being paid to 

■ Taxes were a sign of conquest 

 

● Jesus 

○ Pharisees pose a question to Jesus regarding the lawfulness of the Roman 

tax  

 
43

 Ibid., 1165. 



○ Trying to get Jesus to choose between popularity and liability to the secular 

sanctions of Rome 

○ Jesus’ answer points out the hypocrisy of the Pharisees 

○ Matthew, a disciple of Jesus, was a tax collector 

 

 
Priests44 

 

● Sons of Aaron - Moses’ brother 

● Only ones permitted to serve at the altar in the temple 

● Other temple personnel were subordinate 

● Compensated by a portion of the tithes and sacrifices 

 

● Several levels of authority 

○ The high priest 

■ A complete list of 2nd temple high priests can be found 

● Books of Nehemiah, Haggai, Zechariah 

● Josephus adds all other names until the temple was destroyed in 70 

C.E. 

● Examples 

○ Joshua 

○ Onias 

○ Hyrcanus 

○ Joseph Caiaphas  

■ Highest authority in all of Judaism 

■ Office was passed down in the line of Zadok from father to son 

● Leading priest during David’s time 

■ Relatively little is known about what their role was before the Maccabean 

Revolt 

● diplomatic duties attributed to them 

■ After the Maccabees took over, the high priest led armies 

■ One of the most important roles was on the Day of Atonement 

● Went into the holy of holies and offered sacrifices 

● Leader of the sanhedrin 

■ Marked by gaudy clothing 

● Exodus 28 

○ Leading priests 

■ Priests who held higher positions than the ordinary ones 

■ Officers of the temple;  

■ “Chief priests” 

■ mentioned in connection with the sanhedrin 

○ Ordinary priests 

■ Likely there were far more ordinary priests than could serve in the temple 

at any given time 
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■ priestly duties lasted for one week, and then relieved by the next in line 

● “shifts” 

■ 24 shifts, each serving twice per year 

■ Emphasis on study of Scriptural Law 

 

 

Literature Groups 

 

Apocrypha45 

 

● Second Temple literature 

Term “apocrypha” can be applied differently to different books. It can relate to: 

● Catholic deuterocanonical books 

○ Established for Catholics by the Council of Trent (1545-63) 

○ Termed “apocrypha” by protestants 

○ Books found in the Catholic OT but not in the Hebrew Bible (Protestant 

Old Testament) 

○ Includes: Tobit (appears after Nehemiah), Judith, 1 Maccabees, 2 

Maccabees (1 and 2 Maccabees appear after Esther) Wisdom of Solomon 

(after Song of Solomon), Baruch (incl. Epistle of Jeremiah) 

■ Books that also have different forms in the Catholic Old Testament 

than in the Hebrew Bible 

● Esther -- includes entire text plus six additional sections 

unique to the Apocrypha 

● Daniel -- Has all of the text of the Hebrew Bible plus three 

extra sections 

○ Susanna 

○ The Prayer of Azariah and the Song of the Three 

Young Men 

○ Bel and the Dragon 

 

The term “apocrypha” can also be applied to the books included in the Greek Old 

Testament, but not the Hebrew 

● Includes all of the Catholic deuterocanonical books plus several more 

compositions 

● The most widely used version of the Greek Old Testament is the Septuagint 

○ It is based on three codices: 

■ Codex Vaticanus 

■ Codex Sinaiticus  

■ Codex Alexandrius 

○ The codices include these apocryphal works: 

■ 3-4 Maccabees 
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■ 1 Esdras (combines and supplements materials from Chronicles, 

Ezra, and Nehemiah  

■ Psalms of Solomon 

■ Odes (songs drawn from the rest of Scripture) 

 

 
Pseudepigrapha46 

 

● The word “pseudepigrapha” refers to writings that have a false name placed over 

them 

○ claim as author a famous, usually ancient person who did not write the 

book or contribute to it 

○ “reverse plagiarism” 

○ This feature is not true of all pseudepigraphical books;  

■ the word can be used rather loosely 

○ Catholic authors sometimes refer to pseudepigrapha as Apocrypha 

■ ex. Wisdom of Solomon is classified as Apocrypha 

■ Solomon did not write it 

 

● Examples of Pseudepigrapha  

○ Primitive history written from the standpoint of the Law 

■ The Book of Jubilees 

○ Sacred Legends 

■ The Letter of Aristeas 

■ The Books of Adam and Eve 

■ The Martyrdom of Isaiah 

○ Apocalypses  

■ 1 Enoch 

■ The Testaments of the XII Patriarchs 

■ The Sibylline Oracles 

■ The Assumption of Moses 

■ 2 Enoch, or the Book of the Secrets of Enoch 

■ 2 Baruch, or the Syriac Apocalypse of Baruch 

■ 3 Baruch, or the Greek Apocalypse of Baruch 

■ 4 Ezra 

○ Psalms 

■ The Psalms of Solomon 

○ Ethics and Wisdom Literature 

■ 4 Maccabees 

■ Pirke Aboth 

 
46

 VanderKam, James C. An Introduction to Early Judaism. Grand Rapids, Mich.: William B. Eerdmans, 2001. 58-

59. 



■ The Story of Ahikar 

○ History 

■ The Fragments of a Zadokite Work 

 

● Classifying a work as pseudepigrapha implies falsehood  

 

 
Dead Sea Scrolls47 

 

● Have been called the greatest archaeological discovery of the 20th century 

○ Chance discovery by a shepherd in a cave 

○ Eventually discovered 11 caves with fragments of ancient writing 

○ More than 850 manuscripts identified 

 

● Biblical Texts 

○ All texts related to the Bible in some way -- either copies or otherwise 

○ over 200 manuscripts are copies of the Hebrew Bible 

■ Isaiah scroll the only full copy  

■ Dates from 100-75 B.C. 

○ Most frequent copy is Psalms 

■ Most of the Pentateuch is well represented among the documents 

■ Not included: Esther or Nehemiah  

○ Copies of the Hebrew Bible that are about 1000 years older than the next 

available copies 

■ Demonstrate exact transmission of the Hebrew 

○ Excerpts and translations of Hebrew Bible also included 

■ 17 works are verse-by-verse commentaries on Biblical works 

■ Cite a verse, then provide comments on it 

■ Some Qumran interpreters interpreted Old Testament prophecies as events 

occuring in their own time period 

○ Paraphrases or quotes from Biblical works 

○ Copies of deuterocanonical/apocryphal/pseudepigraphical books 

 

● Non-Biblical Works 

○ Written for the needs of the Qumran community 

○ less closely related to the Bible 

○ legal texts, temple scrolls, calendars, poems, liturgies, eschatological texts 

 

● Qumran Settlement 

○ Constructed no earlier than 100 B.C.  

○ Some believe no one lived there; that the scrolls were placed there for safekeeping 

■ However, the ruins do not resemble any military installation or fortress, 

leading others to believe the ruins are associated with a closed community 

of people 
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■ Frequently associated with the Essenes 

■ A small community of 100-200 men 

■ Lived at the site for about 170  years 

■ Settlement destroyed during Herod’s reign 

○ Hid the works in caves as the Romans closed in 

 

 

 

Josephus48 

 

● Writings are valuable source of information on ancient Jewish life 

● Wrote an autobiography called Life (Antiquities of the Jews appended to it) 

○ Born during the reign of Caligula (37-38 B.C.) 

○ Member of a priestly family in Jerusalem 

○ Descendant of the Hasmoneans through his mother 

○ brags about himself as a prodigy 

○ Experimented in the ways of the Pharisees, Sadducees, and Essenes 

■ Decided to follow the ways of the Pharisees 

○ Had an assignment in the revolt against Rome 

■ Provides two contradictory descriptions of his role 

● Describes his role as a commander in Galilee 

● Also describes himself as a member of a commission sent to 

persuade the rebels to put down their arms 

○ Lived in Rome and was supported by Rome with a pension 

 

Literary Works 

● The Jewish War 

○ history of the Jewish war against Rome 

○ consists of 7 books 

○ written c.a. 70-80 C.E. 

○ First written in Aramaic and translated to Greek 

○ Covers Maccabean history through the war with Rome 

○ The history recounts the war as incited by rebels and handled honorably by Rome 

● Jewish Antiquities 

○ 20 books 

○ written c.a. 80-90 A.D. 

○ history of the Jewish people - from Genesis 1 to the revolt against Rome 

○ took a long time to write 

○ Greatest contribution to our modern knowledge of Jewish history 

● Life 

○ Josephus’ autobiography 

○ Gives his version of what he did in Galilee at the beginning of the Jewish revolt 

○ Discrepancies between his descriptions in Life and War 

● Against Apion 

○ two books 
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○ Josephus’ last surviving work 

○ “defense of the Jews, their history, and their theocratic constitution” 

○ Defense of the Jews against Apion, who wrote critically of their history and 

culture 

● Josephus’ works were mostly  preserved by Christians, not by Jews 

○ Reason is unclear 

 

 

Philo of Alexandria49 

 

● Little is known about his life 

○ Don’t know when he lived or died 

○ Brother was Alexander 

■ high office of alabarch; involved supervising revenue 

■ Very wealthy - Aggrippa borrowed money from him  

○ Philo belonged to a very prominent family 

○ Nephew was Tiberius Alexander 

○ Participated in a Jewish delegation before Caligula 

 

● Many writings survived 

○ Written in Greek 

● Two classifications of works: 

○ Works expounding the Pentateuch 

○ Everything else 

● Writings on the Pentateuch 

○ Questions 

■ Questions and answers giving interpretations of a text 

■ Only Genesis and Exodus survive 

○ Allegorical Laws 

■ allegories about the human soul 

■ Philo draws moral lessons from the characters 

○ Expositions 

■ systematic study of the Law of Moses 

● Other writings 

○ Life of Moses 

○ That Every Good Man is Free 

■ long description of the Essenes 

○ On the Contemplative Life 

● Philo’s philosophy consisted of an array of teachings found in various Greek 

philosophical systems as well as Scripture 

○ Is he a Hellenized Jew or a Judaized Hellene? 

○ Believed God is beyond human comprehension; only defined by what he is not 

○ Believed God is knowable through his powers 

○ Logos of God 

■ The power of God that sums up all others 
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■ Logos is God’s thought as he created the world 

■ God’s Logos belongs to the intelligible world but influences the sensible 

world 

■ Presented itself in biblical matriarchs and patriarchs 

○ Moses was extremely prominent in Philo’s writings 

■ Represented the ideal king, leader, prophet, and priest 

 

 

The Gods 

 

The Deities of Babylon50 

  

An or Anu – god of heaven/sky; god of the kings. 

  

Enlil – god of air/lord of the winds; the storm god; his power was manifested through the 

violence of storms; he caused the rain to fall; he was responsible for drawing up the blueprints 

for the universe; he was the son of An or Anu. 

  

Enki or Ea – god of the watery de 

ep; he was the personification of divine wisdom; he taught humanity the art of writing, geometry, 

and architecture; he was responsible for the introduction of civilization after the great flood; 

although Enli was responsible for drawing up the blueprints for the universe, Enki was largely 

responsible for carrying them out. 

  

Baal or Hadad – storm god who was thought to control rain and fertility; he divine warrior 

(thunder, lightning, and flood); mentioned frequently in the OT; the chief Canaanite god 

  

Babbar or Shamash – the son god; his emblem, the solar disk, appears on the alter; Shamash and 

his wife, Ava, had two important children: Kittu represented justice and Miosharu represent law. 

  

Dumuzi or Tammuz – god of vegetation, fertility, and the underworld; Ezekiel mentioned him 

(Ezekiel 8:14). 

  

Ishtar – goddess of love and fertility; she had a habit of attracting lovers and then killing or 

maiming them; both virgin and prostitute, order and disorder; she descended to the underworld in 

search of her missing lover Tammuz, which resulted in loss of fertility; she is mentioned in 1 

Kings 11:5, 33; 2 Kings 23:13; she is also referred to as the Queen of Heaven in Jeremiah 7:8 

and Jeremiah 44:19. 

  

Ereshkigal – goddess of the dead; described as dark and violent; sister of Ishtar; Married to 

Nergal the god of the underworld. 

  

Marduk – Babylonian god of thunderstorms, fertility, and the supreme leader of the gods; he 

defeated Tiamat Enlil’s attributes transferred to him; he is later identified with Baal; Also know 
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as Bel (cp. Isaiah 46:1; Jeremiah 50:2; Jeremiah 51:44); biblical reference to the name Marduk: 

Mordechai. 

  

Nergal – god of the underworld; evil god who brings war, pestilence, fever, and devastation; he 

is mentioned as one of the god worshipped in Samaria after the fall of Israel 

(2 Kings 17:30). 

  

Ningirsu – Sumero-Babylonian god of rain, irrigation, and fertility; son of Enlil; symbolized as a 

lion-headed eagle. 

  

Ninkasi – Sumerian goddess of beer and intoxicating drinks; her job was to daily prepare drinks 

for the other gods; she was the daughter of Enki. 

  

Sin – Babylonian moon god; depicted as an old man with a long beard; he had temples both at Ur 

and Harran; Nabonidus’ devotion to him rather than Marduk caused problems in Babylon; in this 

relief, Ur-Nammu, the first king of the third Ur dynasty, makes a sacrifice before Sin. 

  

Tiamat – Babylonian goddess of the primordial waters of Chaos; depicted as a dragon; Marduk 

fought and defeated Tiamat; Marduk cleaved her body in half; he used the upper half to create 

the sky; he used the lower half to create the earth; from her water came forth the clouds; from her 

tears became the source of the Tigris and the Euphrates; Also, Kingu perished, Marduk used his 

blood to create the first humans. 

  

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 
[1] Unless otherwise footnoted, all information from: Matthew S. Harmon, “The Gods of 

Mesopotamia” (lecture PowerPoint, Grace College and Theological Seminary, Winona Lake, IN, 

2011). 

 

Deities of Egypt51 

 

Amun  Represented by a crowned man, or a man with the head of a ram. Amun was the  

head of the Egyptian pantheon. 

 

Nut  The sky goddess; one of the nine gods who created the earth in Egyptian  

mythology. Said to have swallowed the sun (Ra) every night and given birth to 

him every morning. 

 

Ra  The sun god; cult center was at Heliopolis. Depicted as a man with a hawk’s head,  

possessing a disc representing the sun. 

 

Isis  Wife of Osiris and mother of Horus. Thought to be the reigning Pharaoh’s 

mother. 

 

Anubis  Represented by a man with a dog’s head; the god of the dead, associated with  

embalming and burial. Participated in the “weighing of the heart” after death. 

 

Apis  Represented by a bull; said to be the physical manifestation of the god Ptah. 

 

Osiris  The god of the underworld and resurrection; ensured the dead a safe passage into  

the afterlife. 

 

Bastet  Daughter of Ra and Sekhmet; appeared as a woman with the head of a female  

lion. 

 

Bes  This ugly, ferocious god was a popular domestic god throughout Egypt. 

 

Khnum  Associated with the fertile soil of the Nile valley and the flooding of the Nile  

River. Also the god of pottery; responsible for forming the unborn out of clay and  

placing it in the mother’s womb. 

 

Hathor  One of the most important deities in Egypt; the goddess of dance, music,  

sexuality, and alcohol. 

 

Maat  The daughter of Ra; “the personification of truth, justice, and harmony”;52 
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Seth  Associated with the desert; protected Ra in his journey through the underworld 

 

Thoth  Depicted with the head of a baboon; the god of writing and wisdom 

 

 

 

Deities of Canaan 

 

Baal  Most active god of the pantheon; also known as Hadad; the Canaanite god of  

thunder and lightning53; Divine warrior who sits at El’s right hand as his chief  

counselor; Name means “lord” or “master”; Name became a secondary title for all 

regional gods; Storm god who is credited with the fertility of the soil; frequently 

uses force as a means to his ends. Yam and Mot are his enemies.54  

 

Yam  The god of the sea (Hebrew word for sea)55; El ordered Baal to be the servant of  

Yam; El apparently favors Yam over Baal; Baal kills Yam and seizes his power;  

Yam’s demise banishes him from among the gods and confines him to the sea. 

 

El  The patriarchal deity; the chief god of many Canaanite city-states; Chief god of  

many Syro-Palestinian peoples; the creator of all things and the father of all gods;  

The name El became the generic name for any god (El = Hebrew word for god; 

strong one); Oldest god and head of the divine council; A benevolent god who 

resided in the mountains; other gods would consult El in the mountains56 

 

Athirath/Asherah The spouse of El; name appears 40 times in the Hebrew Bible; the goddess  

of fertility; a popular goddess, especially in Israel and Judah -- to the point  

that her cultic objects were placed in YHWH’s worship spaces  

(Deuteronomy 16:21)57 

 

Kotharwa-Khasis The god of crafts 

 

Mot  The god of the underworld, death, and sterility; Baal battles Mot -- who is also  

favored by El over Baal. Mot and Yam are Baal’s natural enemies; he must 

overcome them in order for the earth to become fertile; Mot takes Baal captive, 

and word gets out among the gods that Baal is dead.58 

 

Anat  The sister of Baal; goes into the underworld to force Mot to give up Baal; Anat  
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defeats Mot, grinds and burns his body, and scatters it in the fields like grain. Baal  

is freed and the earth becomes fertile once again.59 

 

Nergal  The god of pestilence60 

 

Astarte  Chief goddess of the Phoenician city of Sidon 

 

Greco-Roman Deities61 

 

Jupiter (Roman)  God of the sky (father of the gods). First official Roman state god.  

Zeus (Greek)   Associated with thunderbolts being thrown from heaven 

    Head of the Greek pantheon; Zeus worship was prominent in the  

days of Paul. 

 

Juno (Roman)   Goddess of women 

Hera (Greek) 

 

Ceres (Roman)  Goddess of fertility and grain 

Demeter (Greek) 

 

Apollo (Greek & Roman) Son of Zeus; god of youth, music, and prophecy; a popular Greek  

god during the time of Paul; 

 

Mercury (Roman)  The messenger of the gods; the god of shopkeepers and thieves  

Hermes (Greek) 

 

Aesculapius (Roman)  The god of healing. 

Asklepios (Greek)    Greek counterpart had a very popular Greek cult near Corinth,  

where people would seek visions for the purpose of healing.  

 

Vulcan (Roman)  The god of fire and blacksmithing 

Hephaestus (Greek) 

 

Minerva (Roman)  Goddess of war (and crafts) 

Athena (Greek) 

 

Mars (Roman)   God of war 

Ares (Greek) 

 

Venus (Roman)  Goddess of love 

Aphrodite (Greek) 
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Vesta (Roman)   The goddess of the hearth and household activities; an important  

Hestia (Greek)   goddess in Rome, whose temples resembled the circular homes  

common to Romans and who was an emotional center for Roman 

households 

 

Castor and Pollux  Patron gods of sailors. Depicted on the ships Paul traveled on. 

(Greek & Roman) 

 

 

Daily Life 

 

Life and Death in the First Century62 

 

Occupations 

The ancients esteemed different occupations differently than we typically do 

● the highest esteem was given to those who gained wealth from agriculture 

● good money could be made in trade, but it was seen as a dirty, dishonorable business 

● any work that could be done by a slave was not highly regarded 

● any occupation that did not contribute to the state was not highly regarded -- doctors, 

scientists, etc. 

● Shepherds were always looked down upon 

 

Money 

● Many ancients deposited their money in temples; this was dones with the belief that the 

gods would protect their money. This led to temples being important resources for 

banking  

● Some people buried their money in fields 

● Other families buried their fortunes under their houses 

 

Leisure 

● The gymnasium was a center for sport and exercise; those with wealth would patronize 

the gymnasium daily after work 

● The public baths, apart from being important for hygiene, were important social centers 

where people would meet colleagues, business partners, and acquaintances  

● Non-Jews considered the Jewish Sabbath foolish -- though they also took time off of 

work for religious observances 

● Games included gladiatorial shows, sports held in Greek cities, battle recreations, theatre, 

and olympic events 

 

Food 

● A typical diet included breads, cabbage, lentils, beans, leeks, apples, cherries, dates, and 

other fruits. Citrus fruits were rare. Olives were used for eating and cooking, as well as 

personal hygiene and fueling lamps. 

● Romans marked virtually every special occasion with a large banquet 
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Death and Burial 

● Bodies were laid in tombs until they decomposed. After decomposition, the bones were 

placed in boxes 

● Christians employed communal burial sites called catacombs 

● It is a myth that Christians buried their dead in underground catacombs to avoid detection 

by persecutors 

 

 

Religion in the Greco-Roman World 

 

Mythic worldview63 

● Existence of gods assumed by all people 

● Continuity between gods, humans, nature 

● Gods in charge of their own domains 

● Magic to manipulate gods 

● Rome assumed gods of regions that they conquered; replaced them 

 

New religious movements 

● Pluralism64 

○ acceptance of observing other religious practices -- not rejecting own personal 

religion 

● Intolerance of exclusive religions 

○ Judaism, Christianity 

● Conquered territories could keep their own religions, but had to worship the emperor 

○ Jews exempt -- they were willing to die for their God 

 

Christians blamed for the burning of Rome in A.D. 64 

● Used by Nero to persecute Christians 

● Made good scapegoats because they rejected Roman gods65 

 

Philosophies66 

● Platonism 

○ Dualism 

■ A physical world (matter) that is not real 

■ Spiritual world is real and we need to escape to it 

● Physical world is a shadow of spiritual reality 

■ Plato’s Allegory of the Cave 

■ Salvation = disembodied soul free from physical reality 

● Epicureanism  
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○ Truth comes from the five senses 

○ The world is made up of tiny particles 

○ Gods not involved in the world 

○ We should seek pleasure and avoid pain 

○ Doing good to others is a means of finding pleasure for the self 

○ Materialism 

● Stoicism 

○ Physical 

■ Physical world is reality 

○ Ethical 

■ Living rightly does not give its own reward — live in accordance with 

nature; seek good, avoid bad  

○ Logical 

■ Truth attainable through reason 

■ Divine logos 

● Mystery Religions 

● Emperor worship 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The City in the Greco-Roman World67 

 

Greek and Roman societies were organized around the city 

● It represented civilization -- especially to the upper class 

○ Lower class in the city were given little aid or protection. Soldiers and patrols 

were focused on protecting the rich 

● There were about 1000 cities in the Roman Empire during the period of the New 

Testament 

○ Only about 10% of Rome’s population actually resided in the city 

○ This can be attributed to the absence of a true middle class 

 

Christianity expanded from the countryside to the cities 

● It was originally the religion of the uneducated, rural, lower class 

● It eventually spread to the upper class residing in the city 

● After some time, Christian missionary work was focused on reaching out to those living 

in the countryside  

○ The term pagan is Latin for “country-dweller” 

 

Features 

● Cities were situated along highways, harbors, or river crossings 

● The more important cities had massive walls 

● Ancient cities had districts, prohibiting certain businesses from being established in 

certain areas (i.e. leather tanners) 

● The gate was open during the day; during the night, travelers would have to check in and 

enter through a smaller side door 

○ “enter through the narrow gate” Luke 13:24 

● In Greek cities, a central marketplace (agora) served as the civic center 

○ Every Greek city had a gymnasium, a theater, and temples 

● Roman cities most often contained a temple of Jupiter 

○ Also featured public baths, theaters, and minor temples 

● In all ancient cities, the main features were the temple of the city’s guardian deity, and 

the palace of the ruler 

 

Homes 
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● The streets of the city were line with single story homes 

○ The houses did not face toward the street; they faced inward toward a central 

courtyard 

○ Homes of the rich were lavishly decorated; painted, mosaic tiles, fountains 

○ People also lived in apartments above the ground floor of shops 

■ These often featured separate sleeping rooms, but a common sitting room 

for all of the apartment’s residents 

■ The majority of Jews and Christians lived in these apartments 

■ Churches met here, or in private homes 

 

 

 

Influences on Christian Organization68 

 

● New Testament has little to say on the organization of the church 

○ Epistles only give vague outlines 

● Churches borrowed from society models 

○ Christians modified existing forms, rather than starting a new organizational 

model from scratch 

○ Ex. Forms of the synagogue show up in early churches 

■ from converted Jews 

● Voluntary Associations 

○ Christians were not well liked because the Romans were wary of unauthorized 

organizations 

■ However, they registered as one of the associations allowed by Rome to 

meet regularly 

■ “voluntary associations” were religious groups or clubs 

■ Allowed to meet freely, but could not exercise political influence 

■ At first, Christianity was seen as a part of Judaism -- a recognized religion 

-- and churches could assemble without having to register as a separate 

association  

● Christian congregations as voluntary associations 

○ Scholars believe Christian congregations modeled themselves on voluntary 

associations 

■ “legal cover” 

○ Differed in many ways: 

■ Demanded far more loyalty from members 

● Baptism meant total resocialization 

● Loyalty to Christy replaced every other loyalty 

■ More inclusive socially 

● Mixed genders 

● freedmen and slaves 

● very connected 

● Ancient concept of family and household and the church 
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○ NT churches took place in homes; the household was an important setting 

○ a congregation might form around a family nucleus 

■ all relatives, slaves, and freedmen 

■ all members might not be converted (Onesimus) 

○ The house gave the congregation privacy and intimacy 

■ A place to cook and share meals 

■ Smaller homes accommodated 10-20 people; larger homes 50 or more 

● Authority 

○ early Christians accepted strong authority 

○ the homeowner would be one of the spiritual leaders 

 

Social Class and Status69 

 

Hierarchy 

● Senate (300 families) 

○ Equestrian (.1%) 

○ Decurion (5%) 

○ Respectable Populace 

○ Free poor 

■ Tenant farmers 

■ day laborers 

■ dependents of patrons 

● Destitute 

○ Orphans  

○ Widows 

○ The ill 

 

● These classes indicated the group into which one was born and would likely remain until 

death 

● A small group at the top of Roman society held all of the power 

● The Senate was composed of the heads of aristocratic families 

○ Extreme wealth among Senate members 

● Wealth 

○ Virtually everyone with high status was wealthy 

○ Upper classes flaunted their wealth publicly  

○ Wealth was essential to a virtuous life; a sign of one’s moral standing 

○ The poor were less moral, as they had to lie, cheat, steal, etc.  

● Those of high status could claim front seats at shows, wear certain symbols of their 

status, entitled to a bigger portion of food, wine, money from the state; could not be sued 

by social inferiors 

● Views of lower classes 

○ looked down upon by upper classes 

○ looked upon with disgust in many cases 

○ aristocrats believed poor should be looked upon with disgust because they had no 

money 
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● Christians 

○ For the most part Christians were middle and lower class 

○ No senators, equestrians, etc. in churches 

○ Luke was a doctor for a Roman family 

■ doctors were often slaves 

○ Erastus was a city treasurer 

■ associated with Paul 

○ Aquila and Prisca seem to have been wealthy; had houses in 3 different cities 

 

 

Citizenship70 

 

● Paul was a Roman citizen; Jesus was not 

● Most people in the eastern part of the empire were not citizens 

● Roman citizenship was valuable during the time of Christ 

○ 50 million inhabitants of the empire 

○ only about 5 million citizens 

 

Privileges and Obligations 

● Highly esteemed 

● Special protection from the state from the accusations of non-citizens 

● could vote in public elections 

● could attend games and public performances 

● exempted one from many taxes 

○ didn’t have to pay a land tax 

● full protection by Roman law for buying property, legal contracts, etc. 

● could not be interrogated using torture 

 

Becoming a citizen 

● Be born a citizen 

● Legal grant 

● appointed a citizen for being in the Roman auxiliary  

● being a freed slave granted limited citizenship rights 

● Rome did not allow its citizens to hold any other citizenship 

 

Proof of citizenship 

● System of birth registration  

○ established in A.D. 4 

● Certificate was issued to auxiliary soldiers; could be used as proof of citizenship 

● Master list in Rome; recorded in one’s place of residency 

● citizens listed in tax records/archives 

● small wooden emblem to be carried when traveling 

○ most citizens did not travel 

 

Law 
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● Non-citizens had no right to be tried by the rules of Roman law 

● There was no formal procedure for trying a non-citizen 

 

Christians 

● Paul tells his churches to be citizens of heaven 

● most of his readers were not citizens; they would know what it was like to be foreigners.  

○ the only citizenship that matters is citizenship in heaven 

○ Also might be illustrating how a citizen can take advantage of his privileges 

 

 

Slavery71 

 

● Nearly every culture in the ancient Mediterranean had some form of slavery 

 

Slaves in Rome  

● slaves were: 

○ persons captured in war 

■ Many nations, such as the Assyrians, captured and relocated conquered 

peoples 

○ those sold into slavery to pay off debts 

○ those abandoned as infants 

○ those captured by slavers 

● After 200 B.C., Rome was a “slave society” 

○ a society in which slaves make up at least 30% of the population 

○ 2 to 3 million slaves in Italy -- out of about 7.5 million inhabitants 

● Many Romans owned 1 or 2 slaves; wealthier Romans owned more 

○ A number of wealthy Romans owned hundreds or even thousands of slaves 

 

Functions in society 

● worked on farms (largest percentage) 

● domestic servants 

○ had food shelter, and could save money to buy freedom 

○ clerks, secretaries, hairdressers, mirror-holders, midwives, etc. 

● potters 

● sculptors  

● painters 

● some held positions of responsibility 

● Most fortunate slaves belonged to the emperor 

○ had the authority of citizens when on official duty 

○ could advance in society if they obtained freedom 

 

Treatment of slaves 

● some limits placed on abuses by masters 

● state intervention was warranted for physical cruelty and starvation 

● slaves had no legal right to marry 
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Freedom 

● Roman citizens often freed their slaves 

● Frequently happened when the slave turned 30 years old 

● slavery was more of a temporary condition to endure while waiting for a better life 

New Testament and slavery 

● slavery often used as a metaphor 

● no outright call for the abolition of slavery 

○ Christians called to transform their treatment of slaves 

 

 

Key Rulers/Leaders 

 

Sennacherib72 

Key Locations/Position 

● ruled 704-681 B.C 

● King of Assyria  

● Neo-Assyrian period 

 

Key Lineage 

● r. after Sargon II 

● Heir was Earshaddon  

 

Key Accomplishments 

● Battle of Eltekeh 

○ victory over a coalition including Ekron, Egypt, and Nubia 

● Laid siege to Jerusalem 

● Siege of Jerusalem 

○ During Hezekiah’s rule (701 B.C) 

○ Sennacherib sent his cupbearer to sit on the wall and taunt Israel 

○ Hezekiah refused to surrender 

○ Angel of the Lord kills 185,000 in Sennacherib’s camp 

○ Sennacherib returns to Nineveh, where he is assassinated by his two sons (2 

Kings 19:37) 

 

Key Influence 

● Sennacherib Prism 

○ Clay cylinder 

○ approx. 4x10in. 

○ written in Akkadian 

○ Nineveh, c. 700 B.C. 

○ c.f.  
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Biblical Correlation 

● 2 Kgs 18:13-19:37 

● 2 Chronicles 32 

● Isaiah 37:37 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Nebuchadnezzar73 

 

Key Locations/Position 

● King of Babylon for 43 years  

○ 605-562 B.C. 

 

Key Lineage 

● Son of Nabopolassar 

○ Nabopolassar siezed the throne after rebelling against Assyria, drove Assyria 

from Babylonian territory 

○ Leaves Nebuchadnezzar in charge of a military campaign 

 

Key Accomplishments 

● Campaigned against a mountain fortress on the border of Urartu 

● Led the Babylonian army on an attack on Carchemish 

○ Fought the Egyptians 

○ Defeated them 

○ Overtook the fleeing Egyptians in the region of Hamath 

○ Went back to Babylon after his father died to assume the throne 

● Captured and destroyed Philistines at Ashkelon 

● Jehoiakim of Judah became Nebuchadnezzar’s vassal  for three years 

○ Jehoiakim rebelled in 600 B.C. 

● Took Israel into Babylonian captivity in 597 B.C. 

● Last details of his reign are sketchy 

● Besieged Tyre for 13 years c.a. 585 B.C. 

○ outcome seems to be a disappointment 

● Ezekiel prophesied Nebuchadnezzar’s conquests 

● Best known as the conqueror of Jerusalem and destroyer of the temple  

 

Biblical Correlation 

● Battle of Carchemish 

○ Jeremiah 46:1-12 

○ Habakkuk 1:8 

● Babylonian captivity 
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○ 2 Kings 24:2 

● Plundering of the temple 

○ 2 Kings 24:13-17 

 

Extra-Biblical Information  

● Josephus 

● Nabopolassar 

● Egyptian records 

 

 

Cyrus74 

Key Locations/Position 

● Established the Persian Empire 

○ c.a. 539 B.C. 

 

Key Lineage 

● Early life is legendary 

○ Saved by a forester (Herodotus) as an infant 

■ common motif -- an infant abandoned but comes back to achieve destiny 

was a popular origin story 

■ c.f. Moses 

● Great-grandfather was a Median 

○ ally of Nabopolassar 

○ brought down the Assyrian Empire 

 

Key Accomplishments 

● Established the Persian Empire 

● Freed Judean exiles and allowed them to return home 

● Allowed exiles to rebuild the Temple of Jerusalem 

○ Biblical account portrays Cyrus as a ruler who has sympathy and compassion for 

his conquered subjects 

■ allowing people to return home was not uncommon practice 

○ Theologically important role as a liberator of the Jews and a restorer of Israel 

■ Isaiah calls Cyrus “the anointed one” (Messiah) of the Lord 

● United the Persians and the Medes 

● Expanded his territory into Babylon 

● Captured the last king of Babylon, Nabonidus 

○ was not killed; treated well 

● Made a good impression on the Babylonians 

 

Key Influence 

● Presented himself as a liberator and a benefactor 

● Cyrus Cylinder 

○ his own account of allowing captured people to return to their homes 

Biblical Correlation 
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● Ezra 1:1-8 

● Isaiah 45:1 

● Ezra 3:7; 4:3-5ff. 

● Isaiah 44:28 

 

Extra-Biblical Information  

● Cyrus Cylinder 

● Nabonidus Chronicle 

 

 

Herod the Great75 

 

Parthians invaded in 40 B.C. 

● Cut off Hyrcanus’ ears to invalidate him as a priest 

○ Leviticus 21:18 -- a blemish  

● Installed Mattathiah Antigonus as king of Judea 

● Herod fled to Rome, was appointed king of Judea in 40 B.C. 

○ Didn’t want to 

○ Herod returns to Judea in 39 and retakes Jerusalem from the Parthians by 37  

Periods of Herod’s reign: 

● Consolidation (37-25) 

○ Jewishness suspect because he is an Idumean (or Arab) 

○ He is a convert to Judaism -- tried to support the Jews 

■ Made him mildly popular 

■ Funded pagan temples 

○ Expanded territory, siding with Marc Antony and supporting him in a fallout with 

Julius Caesar’s son Octavian 

○ Divorced his wife Doris; married Mariamme (daughter of Hyrcanus II) 

● Prosperity (25-13) 

○ Territory expands -- buffered Rome from eastern invasion 

○ Territory comparable to Solomon’s kingdom 

○ Building projects 

■ Rebuilds Samaria 

■ Palace at Masada 

■ Temple Mount 

● Domestic Strife (13-4) 

○ President of the Olympic Games 

○ Opposed factions in Nabataea 

○ Domestic problems 

■ Executed Marianne, his wife, in 29 

■ Sons, Alexander and Aristobulus 

● Denounced before Caesar 

● Executed for treason (6) 

○ Son and heir Antipater 
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○ Executed other family members 

○ Had a debilitating disease, causing paranoia 

■ Commanded all principle men of Judea to be imprisoned 

■ Ordered family members of Jews killed so that there would be mourning 

at his funeral 

○ No extra biblical evidence for the massacre of the innocents (a relatively minor 

incident), but it fits well with Herod’s demise 

 

 

  

Herod Antipas 

Key Locations/Position 

● “Herod the Tetrarch” in Scripture76 

● Ruled from 4 B.C to A.D. 39 

● Ruled Galilee and Perea 

 

Key Lineage 

● Son of Herod the Great 

● Named as Herod’s successor in an earlier will 

○ Had to plead his case before the Romans, who wanted to turn the region over to 

Roman rule.  

○ Augustus eventually gave the kingdom to Antipas in 4 B.C. 77 

● Brother of Archelaus and Phillip 

 

Key Accomplishments 

● Built a new capital in honor of Emperor Tiberius 

○ Intended it to be a Jewish city but discovered a burial ground as they were 

building it. It is unclean to the Jews.  

○ Jews were forced to populate it 

● Founded many cities; rebuilt the largest city in Galilee78 

● Executed John the Baptist 

● Married the daughter of Aretas IV, king of Nabataea  

○ Divorced her when he fell in love with Herodias, the former wife of his brother 

Philip 

● Banished by Agrippa to Lugundum in southern France 

 

Key Influence 

● Beheaded John the Baptist for criticizing his marriage to his brother’s wife 

● Oversaw the trial of Jesus 

● Resented by the Jews for his execution of John the Baptist 

● A good Roman ruler79 
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Biblical Correlation 

● Knew of Jesus in Scripture  

○ Curiosity -- Luke 9:7-9 

○ Wanted to kill him -- Luke 13:31-32 

○ Desires to see a sign from him -- Luke 23:8-12 

 

Extra-Biblical Information  

● Philo (Leg. Gai. 299-304) 

● Josephus (Antiquities; J.W.) 

 

Herod Philip80 

 

Key Locations/Position 

● r. 4 B.C to A.D 34 

● Tetrarch over the northeastern portion of Herod the Great’s kingdom 

○ Gaulanitis, Auranitis, Batanea, Trachonitis, Paneas, and Iturea 

● Mainly Syrian and Greek subjects 

 

Key Lineage 

● Born c. 21 B.C. 

● Son of Herod the Great and Cleopatra of Jerusalem 

 

Key Accomplishments 

● Due to a dispute over Herod the Great’s will, Herod Philip was appointed tetrarch 

over the northeastern part of the kingdom. 

● Only Herodian to have both his and the emperor’s image on his coins 

● Built two major cities 

○ Rebuilt and enlarged Paneas, which he renamed Caesarea Philippi 

○ Rebuilt and enlarged the village of Bethsaida 

● Was not as ambitious or unstable as Herod the Great or Archelaus 

 

 Key Influence 

● A moderate peaceful, well-liked ruler 

● Married Salome, Herodias’s daughter 

○ Led to John the Baptist’s execution 

● Territory given to herod Agrippa I, brother of Herodias, when Caligula become 

emperor of Rome 

● Died without an heir 

 

Biblical Correlation 

● Peter’s confession at Caesarea Philippi (Matthew 16:13-20; Mark 8:27-30) 

● Jesus’ healing of the blind man at Bethsaida (Mark 8:22-26) 
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● Jesus’ feeding of the 5,000 (Luke 9:10) 

 

Extra-Biblical Information 

● Josephus provides information on Herod Philip’s domain in Antiquities  
 

 

 

 

 

 

Agrippa I81 

 

Key Locations/Position 

● r. A.D. 37-44 

● Philip’s territory was given to him by Caligula after Philip’s death 

● Died in A.D. 44 

 

Key Lineage 

● Son of Aristobulus (grandson of Herod the Great and Mariamme) 

● Brother of Herodias 

 

Key Accomplishments 

● Went to school in Rome 

● Lived carelessly and extravagantly 

● Eventually ran out of money and skipped town 

● Antipas gave him a home and a job as a market inspector in Tiberias, but Agrippa 

soon left after an argument 

● Imprisoned in Rome; freed by Caligula and given Philip’s old domain 

● Claudius added Judea and Samaria to Agrippa’s domain 

 

Key Influence 

● Helpful in Claudius’ assumption of the throne 

● Persecuted the Early Church to gain the favor of the Jews 

● Killed James, the son of Zebedee 

● Imprisoned Peter; killed the sentries after Peter escaped 

● Agrippa II inherited his territories 

 

Biblical Correlation 

● Persecution of the Church (Acts 12:1-19) 

● Killed James 

● Imprisoned Peter 

● Struck down by an angel (Acts 12:20-23) 
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Extra-Biblical Information 

● Josephus (Ant.; War.) 

○ Separate account of Agrippa I’s death 

● Dio Cassius 

● Philo 

 

 

 
Agrippa II82 

 

Key Locations/Position 

● r. A.D. 50-100 

● Controlled his father’s territories (the northern territories of Herod the Great’s 

former kingdom plus Judea and Samaria)  

 

Key Lineage 

● Son of Agrippa I and Cypros 

● Agrippa II was a minor when his father died 

● Claudius appointed Cuspius Fadus as procurator of Palestine in the meantime 

 

Key Accomplishments 

● Was appointed king of Chalcis by his uncle in A.D. 50 

● Granted the entire former territory of Philip by A.D. 54 

● Galilee, Abilene, Arca, and Perea added to his domain 

● Had an incestuous relationship with his sister Berenice 

● Was in control of the Temple and the treasury 

● Had the authority to appoint high priests 

● Jewish War of 66-70 

○ Recounted by Josephus 

○ Corresponded with Josephus regarding the war 

● New territories added by Vespasian 

 

Key Influence 

● His death in A.D. 100 marked the end of the Herodian dynasty 

● Collaborated with Josephus 

● Sided with the Romans during the war 

 

Biblical Correlation 

● Interacted with Paul (Acts 25; 26) 
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Extra-Biblical Information 

● Josephus -- Antiquities of the Jews and The Jewish War 

● The Talmud -- BT: Sukkah 27a 

● Dio Cassius 

● Juvenal -- Satires 

 

 

 

 

 
Pontius Pilate83 

 

Key Locations/Position 

● AD 26-36 

● Jerusalem 

 

Key Accomplishments 

● Only Roman procurator to be extensively talked about by Josephus and Philo 

● Upheld Roman standards in Jerusalem 

○ Images of the emperor; emperor worship 

○ Upsetting to Jews 

○ Threatens the Jews with death if they do not back down 

■ Jew lie down on the ground 

○ Dedicated gilt shields with Caesar’s name on the palace of Herod 

○ Built an aqueduct with money from the treasury of the Temple 

○ Incredibly unpopular among the Jews 

○ Treated the Samaritans cruelly  

■ Killed them at Mt. Gerazim 

■ Had to answer for the slaughter;  

■ Pilate not re-installed as governor after that 

Key Influence 

● Not much is known about Pilate’s position, but all evidence suggests he was he was a 

typical Roman procurator 

● Ignorance and contempt for the Jews 

● Historical context for Jesus’ ministry and the church 

● Oversaw Jesus’ trial 

 

Biblical Correlation  

● Trial of Jesus (Matthew 27) 

 

Extra-Biblical Evidence 

● Evidence for Pontius Pilate’s existence 

○ Many people believed he never existed 

○ Block bearing Pontius Pilate’s name uncovered at Caesarea 
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○ Bronze coins with Pilate’s name 

○ Archaeologists analyzing an ancient ring that was uncovered during the 1960s 

discovered that the ring has Pilate’s name inscribed on it -- a very recent find 

(2018) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Alexander the Great84 

Key Locations / Position 

-      King of Macedonia; reigned for 26 years (359 – 323 B.C.)[1] 

  

Key Linage / Life 

-      He was the son of Philip II, who united the various Greek “city-states” into one empire. 

-      Alexander was educated by Aristotle. Alexander modeled himself after Achilles, the hero in 

Homer’s Iliad; he believed that Achilles was the epitome of the aristocratic warrior. Aristotle 

prepared a shortened edition of the Iliad which Alexander always kept with him.[2] 

  

Key Accomplishments 

-      Alexander expanded the kingdom into Phoenicia, Palestine, Egypt, and Persia, succeeding in 

forging the largest Western empire of the ancient world.[3] 

-      By 326 B.C., Alexander reached the pinnacle of his conquests; his soldiers became homesick, 

causing Alexander to head home. 

-      In 323 B.C., on the way home, Alexander died in Babylon of a fever at the age of 33. 

-      Arguably, Alexander the Great was one of the most important figures in human history. 

-      Alexander made Hellenistic transition seem smooth because he permitted the Jews to continue 

their way of life. 

  

Key Influence 

(1) Movement of Greeks abroad 

(2) Accelerated the spread of the conquest of Greek culture 

(3) Emergence of one world economically 

(4) Further spread of Greek language 

(5) A body of ideas accepted by all 

(6) A higher level of education 

(7) Spread of Greek deities and cultus(religious practice) 

(8) Emergence of philosophy representing a way of life 

(9) Framework of society centered around the “polis” 

(10) Increase of individualism 

  

Biblical Correlation 
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-      The rule of Alexander resulted in the dominance of Greek culture, especially the Greek 

language, which led to the translation of the OT in Greek, and the writing of the NT in the same 

language.[4] 

             

Extra-Biblical Information 

-      Josephus recorded a “legendary” account (Antiquities11.8.3-5[313-339]). 

-      Virtually no scholars today believe that this account is accurate

 
[1]The McGraw-Hill Encyclopedia of World Biography Volume 1 Aalto – Bizet(New York: McGraw-Hill Book Company, 1973), 121. 
[2]Ibid. 

[3]Ibid. 

[4]Paul J. Achtemeier, Harper’s Bible Dictionary, 20. 
 

 

Antiochus IV85 

 

Key Locations / Position 

● Judea 

● Jerusalem 

● 3rd Seleucid monarch to rule over Judea 

  

Key Lineage / Life 

● Seleucid ruler 

● Son of Antiochus III 

   

Key Accomplishments 

● Removed Oniads from high priestly office 

● Ordered not to invade Egypt; stripped the Temple in Jerusalem of its riches 

● Attacked Jerusalem and tore down its walls; fortified the city. Jerusalem became a 

military headquarters 

● Ordered Jews to conform to Gentile customs; denounce the Law, work on the Sabbath, 

stop sacrifices in the Temple, sacrifice to pagan gods, sacrifice unclean animals, build 

altars to idols 

● Dedicated the Temple of Jerusalem to Zeus 

● Believed Jewish religion to be a problem, tried to outlaw it completely; made it 

impossible to follow the Jewish Law 

● Hasmoneans, a priestly family, retreated to the desert and began to resist Antiochus IV’s 

decrees; Antiochus sent an army to put down the rebellion, but they were defeated 

● Series of clashes with Judas Maccabeus and his rebel forces 

● Jerusalem recaptured by Maccabeus  

 

Key Influence 

● Seleucid ruler over Judea 

● Outlawed Judaism 

● Took over Jerusalem, profaned the Temple, rededicated it to Zeus; turned Jerusalem into 

a military citadel 

● Oppressed Jews to wanted to obey the Law 
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● Incited the Hasmonean revolt 

● Hanukkah observed to celebrate Jewish victory over Antiochus IV 

 

Biblical Correlation 

● These events predicted in Daniel 11 

             

Extra-Biblical Information 

● Josephus 

● 1 and 2 Maccabees 

 

 

 

Tiberius86 

 

Key Locations/Position 

● Tiberius Claudius Caesar Augustus 

● 2nd emperor of Rome 

● Born in 42 B.C.  

 

Key Lineage 

● Son of Nero and Livia 

● Livia divorced to marry Octavian, the future Emperor Augustus 

● Augustus (Tiberius’ stepfather) groomed Tiberius to be an heir 

○ was reluctant to do so, for reasons unknown 

 

Key Accomplishments 

● Tiberius contributed to his stepfather’s military campaigns; was a brilliant military 

commander 

● Tiberius given tribunician power 

● Augustus adopted Tiberius as his son 

○ Tiberius given proconsolor authority 

● After Augustus died in 14 A.D. Tiberius stepped into his place by way of 

proconsolor authority 

● Reigned for 23 years 

● Attempted to expand Rome’s German frontier 

○ widely opposed 

● Reign was marked by many trials and treason 

○ bad home life, rejection from his peers contributed to this 

○ possible mental decay in his later years 

 

Key Influence 

● Died in March 37 
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● Controversial ruler; not well liked 

● Hated by the aristocracy and the commoners 

 

Biblical Correlation 

● Jesus born during the reign of Emperor Tiberius. 

 

Extra-Biblical Information  

● Tacitus – Annals 

 

 

 

Caligula87 

 

Key Locations/Position 

● Gaius Caligula (Julius Caesar Germanicus) 

● r. A.D. 12-41 

● Ruled after the death of Tiberius 

○ welcomed by Rome, who opposed Tiberius 

 

Key Lineage 

● Son of Nero Claudius Germanicus and Agrippina 

 

 

Key Accomplishments 

● Open policy 

○ Recalled exiles 

○ Allowed censored writings to be published 

○ made the imperial budget public 

○ Popular control of magistrates 

● Policies appeared genuine but fell apart 

● transformed Roman principate into a kingship 

● Eliminated his competitors 

● Blew all of the imperial money on himself 

○ replenished it by plundering rich citizens 

 

 

Key Influence 

● Revived Hellenism;  

○ Jews were victimized under his policies 

● Hated so much that he was assassinated after only 3 years 
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Biblical Correlation 

● N/A 

 

Extra-Biblical Information  

● Philo  

● Seutonius 

● Dio Cassius 

● Josephus  

 

 

 

Claudius88 

 

Key Locations/Position 

● Tiberius Claudius (Nero Germanicus) 

● r. 10 B.C. - A.D. 54 

 

Key Lineage 

● Succeeded his nephew Caligula 

○ by accident 

● Was found cowering in the palace expecting to be assassinated when the 

praetorian guard found him and saluted him as emperor 

 

Key Accomplishments 

● Little political experience 

● considered a liability by the royal family 

● centralized power 

● created an executive staff -- ending senatorial power 

● declared Alexandrian Jews exempt from the imperial cult 

○ warned Jews not to push their privileges 

● opposed Jewish proselytising  

● Exiled many Roman Jews because of rebellion; banned meetings 

 

 

Biblical Correlation 

● N/A 

 

Extra-Biblical Information  

● Philo  

● Seutonius 

● Dio Cassius 
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● Josephus 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Nero89 

 

Key Locations/Position 

● Nero (Claudius Caesar) 

● r. A.D. 37-68 

 

Key Lineage 

● Ruled after Claudius  

● No opposition to his proclamation as emperor  

 

Key Accomplishments 

● Prepared for emperorship under Agrippina and Burrus, the commander of the 

Roman praetorian guard 

● Great manager of the empire at first 

○ reformed treasury administration 

○ improved importation and distribution of grain 

○ tax relief 

○ appointed competent governors 

● Murdered his mother Agrippina 

● Spent imperial money on games and theater 

● Blamed Christians for the burning of Rome 

○ people suspected NEro 

 

Key Influence 

● His actions are the main reason Rome is remembered for persecuting Christians 

● Hated by the people; own armies revolted 

● committed suicide in A.D. 60 

○ he got rid of all of his successors 

○ battle for the throne plunged the empire into civil war 
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Biblical Correlation 

● N/A 

 

Extra-Biblical Information  

● Tacitus 

● Seutonius  

● Josephus 

● Dio Cassius 


